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     Parents, Families, Friends, and Allies United  
      With LGBTQIA+  People to Move Equality Forward 
 

                           October 2022 

 
October PFLAG Meeting 

 
Tuesday, October 18 

7:00 p.m. 
 

The Dwelling Place 
508 North Tejon Street 

 
Trans Empowerment Month 

Discussion 
With 

 
Danette Tritch 

Volunteer Facilitator 
TransParenting 

 
This is an in-person meeting 

 
Everyone is welcome 

      
Our chapter is alternating be-
tween in-person and virtual  meet-
ings on Zoom.  Information about 
future meetings, including Zoom 
links, will be in the newsletter and 
on the website. 

Trans Empowerment Month— “Thrive 365” 
     October is Trans Empow-
erment Month.  Once again, 
Stand With Trans, a national 
nonprofit organization that 
supports the transgender 
community, will present a full 
schedule of virtual presen-
tations, panels and perfor-
mances for trans youth, care-
givers and anyone who works 
with trans and non binary 
youth. The theme of this 
year’s celebration is “Thrive 
365!” 
     Danette Tritch, the leader 
of the TransParenting group 
at Inside Out Youth Services, 
encourages everyone in-
volved with the trans commu-
nity to take advantage of this 
excellent series, offered 

online during October.   
     The program is free for those aged 24 and younger.  Participants aged 25 and 
older pay just $50.00 for the entire month-long series.    
     Unlike physical conferences, Trans Empowerment Month works with a hybrid 
format, helping to make a majority of its content accessible via recording for those 

(Continued on page 2) 

Danette Tritch Becomes Co-Leader of National Support Group 

Danette Tritch 

     Danette Tritch, who is the parent of 
a trans young adult, the volunteer facil-
itator for the TransParenting support 
group at Inside Out Youth Services 
and a member of the board of Colora-
do Springs PFLAG, has become a co-
facilitator for the brand new Parents of 

Adult Trans and Nonbinary Children 
Support Group under the auspices of 
the national Stand With Trans organi-
zation. Congratulations, Danette!   
     This new online group is for par-
ents who have an adult (grown up) 
child who transitioned as an adult 
(18+).  The group, which draws par-
ticipants from all over the country, 
meets at 5:00 p.m. MST on the third 
Sunday of each month. See: https://
standwithtrans.org/support-groups/  
     Danette has been a volunteer and 
strong advocate for the Michigan-
based Stand With Trans organization 
for the past nine years. 
     She will discuss her experiences 
in working with the community of 
transgender and non binary individu-
als and their families at the upcoming 
Colorado Springs PFLAG meeting on 
October 18. 

September is Renewal Month 

     PFLAG’s membership year runs 
from October 1 to September 30. 
    Join PFLAG or renew your member-
ship online at our website: 
www.cspflag.org or by mailing us the 
membership form on page 3 of this 
newsletter.   
     When someone becomes a member 
of our chapter, they also become a 
member and supporter of National 
PFLAG because a small portion of the 
dues are sent on to the national organi-
zation.  
     PFLAG’s national office  provides a 
website, newsletters, conferences, 
great online learning opportunities with 
PFLAG Academy Online, and many 
publications.  Most important, the Na-
tional PFLAG office does significant, 
ongoing advocacy work on behalf of the 
LGBTQ+ community. 
     Please support PFLAG by being a 
member, coming to meetings, and  
helping with our outreach work.          
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TransParenting Support Group     
     
     TransParenting, a program of Inside 
Out Youth Services, is a monthly sup-
port group for parents/caregivers of 
transgender and gender nonbinary 
children, 3rd Thursday of every month, 
6:00—7:30 p.m. MST by Zoom.   
     For more information and to get the 
Zoom meeting link, email   
transparenting@insideoutys.org  or call 
Inside Out at (719) 328-1056. 

Colorado Springs PFLAG 
 

This newsletter is published by the    
Colorado Springs chapter of PFLAG. 
 
Mission Statement:  By meeting peo-
ple where they are and collaborating 
with others, PFLAG realizes its vision 
through: 
 
Support for families, allies and people 
who are LGBTQ. 
 

Education for ourselves and others 
about the unique issues and challeng-
es facing people who are LGBTQ. 
 

Advocacy in our communities to 
change attitudes and create policies 
and laws that achieve full equality for 
people who are LGBTQ. 

- - - - - -  
To receive this newsletter regularly, 
sign up at www.cspflag.org.   
 

E-mail address:   
information@cspflag.org 

 
Support Line:  (719) 425-9567 

P.O. Box 49131 
Colorado Springs, CO 80949 

 
PFLAG Colorado Springs website: 

www.cspflag.org 
 

Facebook: 
PFLAG - Colorado Springs 

https://www.facebook.com/PFLAGCS/ 
 

PFLAG National Office website: 
www.pflag.org 

Facebook Resources 
 
 

For useful information, humor and sup-
port, Facebook users can follow the 
pages of these local groups:: 
 
Inside Out Youth Services is a local 
nonprofit organization devoted to sup-
porting LGBTQ youth ages 13-22. 
 
Queer Friends Colorado Springs is a 
vibrant group eager to share advice. 
 
LGBTQIA2+ Family Connection is a 
private Facebook group for LGBTQIA+ 
people, their families and allies in the 
Pikes Peak region.  This page is orga-
nized and managed by Inside Out 
Youth Services. 
 
Colorado Springs PFLAG. Great posts 
by board member Cindy Waldmann. 

Youth Documentary Academy to Premiere New Films Nov. 5 

YDA Films at the Short Circuit 
Film Festival—October 7-8 

     The Youth Documentary Acade-
my, a powerful film program for high 
school students in Colorado 
Springs, will present the world premi-
ere and red carpet gala celebration of 
11 new short films on November 5 at 
the Cornerstone Center at Colorado 
College.  
     Stories from our community as 
diverse as the youth who made them 
-- from blindness to veganism, from 
black representation to trans repre-
sentation, from gun violence to the 
casualties of Covid -- this evening 
promises to inform, illuminate and 
entertain.  
     All screening blocks will be profes-
sionally moderated by teen mental 
health experts. A “connections corri-
dor” of tables sponsored by groups 
like Pikes Peak Suicide Prevention 
Partnership, NAMI, PFLAG and In-
side Out Youth Services will be pre-
sent in the lobby to continue the con-
versations. 
     General admission tickets for the 6 
p.m. program are $7.50 for youth un-
der 18 and $15.00 for those 18 and 
older. VIP tickets, which include a 
champagne reception with filmmakers 
at 5:00 p.m. are $75.00 per person.  
Click on this link to purchase tickets:  
https://www.youthdocumentary.org/  
 
Free Media Lab Program Precedes 
the Film Premiere 
 

     In the afternoon from 1:00 – 4:00 
p.m., before the evening Premiere the 
public is invited to the same venue to 
attend a FREE GEN-Z MEDIA LAB. 
      Attendees will watch compelling 
YDA films from the new season of 
YDA’s PBS series OUR TIME, meet 
the Gen Z filmmakers, engage in pro-
fessionally moderated Q&As, and 
then have a dialogue with  major 
stakeholders in our community.  
     A panel of local journalists, aca-
demic leaders and community organ-
izers will conclude the GEN-Z MEDIA 

 
LAB and reflect back what they are 
hearing youth in our community say 
about teen mental health, race, gen-
der, disability, and much more. Regis-
ter here for the free Media Lab events:  
https://bit.ly/3RlqCsY     

     The 6th Annual Short Circuit Film 
Festival in Colorado Springs has pro-
grammed TEN YDA FILMS in 
its festival at the Ivywild School on 
October 7-8.  
     Join film fans across Southern 
Colorado and watch YDA films along-
side the region's best.  
     Each film block features a collec-
tion of short films followed by Q&A 
with filmmakers.   
     Single block film tickets are $8. 
Single tickets and full day passes are 
available online and at the door.  For 
more information about the event, go 
to: https://bit.ly/3LXXIhp  

YDA Filmmaker Olive van Eimeren 

Trans Empowerment Month 

who are busy at the time of a particu-
lar event.  Topics include:   
     “Where Would I Be Without You? 
The Story of Queer Youth Resiliency 
and Youth Advocacy” 
“The Indigenous Two Spirit Identity” 
“Remaining Safe Online and In Per-
son” 
“Civil Rights and Hate Crimes Over-
view” and  
“Gender Diverse, Neurodiverse – 
Trans and Autistic Intersectionality”. 
     Online registration is now open.  
Link:  https://standwithtrans.org/      . 

(Continued from page 1) 

Remember the Parking Meters 
 

    When attending a PFLAG meeting, 
remember that parking meters down-
town are now active until 10 p.m.   
   There is free parking in the lot near-
by on the Southeast corner of Tejon 
and St. Vrain Streets. 
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PFLAG Meetings 
 

     PFLAG meetings,  both in-person and virtual, must al-
ways be treated as a safe space.   
     Who you meet and what you hear must remain strictly 
confidential. 

Thank You 
 

To the Saponas Foundation, First Congregational United 
Church of Christ and the Ruskey/Bianchi Family for their 
significant, ongoing support of Colorado Springs PFLAG. 

 

Support Colorado Springs PFLAG—Become a Member 
 
You can join at any time of the year.  The current  membership year extends from October 1, 2022 to September 30, 2023. 
 
Name: _____________________________________________________                            ____New  member   ____Renewing  member 
 

___________________________________________________________       
         ____  Regular Membership                        $  30   
Address: ___________________________________________________  ____  Supporting Member—Silver                40 
         ____  Supporting Member—Gold                  60 
City:  ______________________________________________________  ____  Supporting Member—Platinum         100 
   
State: __________  Zip Code: __________________________  Amount Enclosed:                                 $_______ 
          
Home Phone: __________________ Work Phone: _________________  Each year our chapter contributes $15.00 for  
         each  paid  membership to the PFLAG national  
E-mail_____________________________________________________  office to  support its mission.  
Monthly newsletters are sent out by email. 
 

Make checks payable to Colorado Springs PFLAG and mail to P.O. Box 49131, Colorado Springs, CO 80949.  Membership fees and addi-
tional donations are tax deductible.   Or pay by credit card online at website: www.cspflag.org    PFLAG is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization.   

BULLETIN  BOARD 

  

October 7-8 — Short Circuit Film Festival  - Ivywild 
School.  See article p. 2. 
 

November 4-5-6 — Denver Women’s Chorus Concert—  
“My Body, My Voice”.  See below. 
 

November 5— Youth Documentary Academy Premiere 
at Cornerstone Center, Colorado College. See article p. 2. 

 

 The Launchpad 
    
 

     PFLAG members Bill Oliver and Tim Tritch attended a 
community meeting addressing plans for The Launchpad 
on September 26.  The PLACE, a shelter and program for 
youth experiencing homelessness, plans to build a 50-
apartment residence on the west side of Colorado 
Springs near 19th and Uintah Streets  as a safe, secure 
and well-supervised environment for youth ages 18-24+ 
who are turning their lives around.  
     The land has been purchased and the planning pro-
cess is underway. 
     Shawna Kemppainen, Executive Director of The 
PLACE commented “It’s a launch pad.  Imagine your first 
apartment, ‘I’m on my own.’ But they’ll have as much sup-
port as they’d like”. Services for these youth in transition  
are free but they will pay a modest rent.  The project is 
supported through the Colorado Division of Housing.  
     The partnership of Cohen-Esrey and The PLACE is a 
combination of housing/property management, led by 
Cohen-Esrey, the developer, and resident support, led by 
The PLACE.  The Launchpad will be staffed 24/7 for se-
curity, and will provide onsite support services including 
case management, health and mental health services.  
     Kemppainen stated further that housing youth first and 
then supporting each youth in a dignified, non-judgmental 
way with various resources provides a real path to stay-
ing off the street.  The vast majority of youth begin to par-
ticipate in life skills and job skills development, and 8 out 
of 10 remain stable in the course of a year.   
    The Ruth Washburn Cooperative Nursery School, 
which is immediately north of the site, strongly supports 
the project, commenting that the vacant lot has been an 
ongoing problem in the neighborhood. For more infor-
mation about The PLACE, see  https://theplacecos.org/  

“My Body, My Voice” 
 

     Singers of the Denver Women’s Chorus raise their voic-
es in support of bodily autonomy with their featured choral 
guests, Safonia http://safonia.org/ . Hear songs of protest, 
bravery, and resilience from Brandi Carlile, Alicia Keys, Be-
yonce, and composers Andrea Ramsey and Melissa Dun-
phy. Come and enjoy this dynamic concert!  Info and Tick-
ets: http://denverchoruses.org/  

LGBTQ Colorado Springs 

 

      Arcadia, a publishing company that 
is creating a series of books about the 
LGBTQ communities in cities across 
the country, has approached the Pikes 
Peak Pride organizers for help in pub-
lishing a book about the LGBTQIA2+ 
community in Colorado Springs. 
     If you would like to get involved,  
please contact Jessica Laney:  
jessica@pikespeakpride.org  


