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Urban Peak—a Powerful Outreach to Youth
Shawna Rae Kemppainen, Executive
Director of Urban Peak, will be our
guest at the October PFLAG meeting.
Shawna will provide an update on
what’s happening at Urban Peak, particularly with the LGBTIQ youth who
are a significant percentage of the individuals served by the program. Before
coming to Urban Peak, Shawna served
as the Executive Director of Inside/Out
Youth Services.
At Urban Peak's "Off the Street" fundraising breakfast under the Colorado
Avenue Bridge on July 20, nearly 1,000
A much needed item right now at
Urban Peak Colorado Springs is
good quality, weather resistant
backpacks. Two uses: book and
gear bag for youth living in the
shelter and returning to school;
survival gear bag for youth who
are living rough out on the
streets. More information on the
Urban Peak Facebook page:
www.facebook.com - Urban
Peak Colorado Springs

people (including a group from PFLAG)
started their day at 7:30 a.m., eating
breakfast donated by Picnic Basket
Catering, visiting with friends, watching

OCTOBER PFLAG
MEETING
Tuesday
October 18, 2016
7:00 p.m.
Shawna Kemppainen
Executive Director of
Urban Peak

the trains go by just feet away and in
little more than an hour raising
$109,064. "It will go directly to help
youth exit homelessness" said Kemppainen.
"We're reaching just 20 percent of the
homeless young people ages 15-20
in Colorado Springs", she said, “and
the goal is that our door is always
open to every youth in need in Colorado Springs." As many as 400
homeless youth could be out there on
the street, Kemppainen said.
Urban Peak Colorado Springs emergency shelter is a 20 bed facility for
youth ages 15 through 20. At the
shelter, youth have their basic needs
met—from meals to personal hy-

(Continued on page 3)

Out Loud Chorus Embarks on Exciting New Chapter
Our wonderful
friends at Out
Loud Colorado
Springs Men’s
Chorus are now
an independent
nonprofit
organization, no
longer a part of the Rocky Mountain
Arts Association (RMAA) in Denver.
Out Loud will continue to work cooperatively with the RMAA-managed group

of LGBT choruses in Denver. Auditions have been held, the chorus is
growing, rehearsals are underway,
and the winter concert schedule is in
place.

The Dwelling Place
508 North Tejon Street

Social time begins at 6:30
Everyone is welcome.

It’s Time to Renew Your
PFLAG Membership
It is membership renewal time at Colorado Springs PFLAG! Thank you to our
faithful members for ongoing support.
Enclosed with this newsletter is a letter
from the PFLAG board inviting you to
renew (or initiate) your membership in
PFLAG. If you are receiving a complimentary copy of the newsletter each
month, you are invited to become a
supporting member for the 2016-17
fiscal year.

Holiday Concerts are scheduled for
December 9-10 at First Congregational Church. PFLAG volunteers will
usher at the concerts, as they have
since Out Loud began ten years ago.

This chapter was formed more than
twenty years ago during the controversy over the anti-LGBT Amendment
2 to the Colorado Constitution..
PFLAG is still going is still going strong
today. We do not hold fund-raising
events. Donations from members and
participation in our King Soopers and
Amazon programs enable the board to
devote all of its energy to education
and support.

(Continued on page 3)

(Continued on page 2)
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Alphabet Soup
This newsletter is published by the
Colorado Springs Chapter of PFLAG.

PFLAG Vision Statement. PFLAG

On the website for Inside/Out Youth Services, the LGBTQ support group in Colorado Springs, there is a link to www.alphabetsoupcomic.tumblr.com which is the
website of Colorado Springs cartoon artist Emma Oosterhaus. Youth are invited
to share their stories by sending them to Emma: alphabetsoupcomic@gmail.com.
She transforms the stories into cartoons for the website.

envisions a world where diversity is
celebrated and all people are respected, valued and affirmed inclusive of their sexual orientation, gender identity and gender expression.
PFLAG Mission Statement: By
meeting people where they are and
collaborating with others, PFLAG
realizes its vision through:

Support for families, allies and people who are LGBTQ
Education for ourselves and others
about the unique issues and challenges facing people who are
LGBTQ
Advocacy in our communities to
change attitudes and create policies and laws that achieve full
equality for people who are
LGBTQ.
**********
To join the local chapter and receive
the newsletter regularly, complete and
mail the membership form on page
four. To receive complimentary copies
of the newsletter, please contact us.
E-mail address: info@cspflag.org
Support Line: (719) 425-9567
P.O. Box 49131
Colorado Springs, CO 80949

PFLAG Colorado Springs website:
www.cspflag.org
PFLAG National Office website:
www.pflag.org

Newsletter Editor: Karen Flitton Stith
E-mail: karenfstith@gmail.com

To receive your newsletter by e-mail,
send a request to info@cspflag.org

Trans Youth Education and
Support (TYES)
TYES is a PFLAG affiliate that offers
education and support to families with
gender variant children. TYES information is available at PFLAG meetings.
TYES families in the Pikes Peak region
keep in touch by phone and through a
private Facebook page. To contact the
Colorado Springs TYES volunteers, call
PFLAG at (719) 425-9567 or send an
e-mail to info@cspflag.org.
The TYES program originated and is
headquartered in Boulder, Colorado.
More information is available at the
national TYES website www.TYESColorado.org

Membership Renewal (cont.)
(Continued from page 1)
In the past year, PFLAG volunteers
staffed information tables at PrideFest,
the Conference of School Counselors,
the Educating Children of Color symposium at Colorado College and other
events. We support the TYES families,
publish the newsletter, hold monthly
meetings featuring a wide range of
speakers, and maintain a website,
Facebook page and hotline.
To continue this work, PFLAG needs
your support. Please send in your new
or renewing membership or a donation
in any amount. AND— Please consider becoming a PFLAG volunteer.
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Out Loud—An Exciting New Chapter (cont.)
(Continued from page 1)

you, our supporters,
can know that your
contributions, through
volunteering,
attending our shows, and
donations will remain

Out Loud has released the following
statement:

Inside/Out Youth Services
Fourteen PFLAG representatives will be
sitting together at the Ally Up! Breakfast
on October 4th. f you can’t make it to
this very important fundraiser, why not
make a donation anyway?
Plan on visiting the upcoming Inside/Out
Book Sale, too. See article and information on the Calendar, page 4.

Urban Peak Outreach (cont.)
(Continued from page 1)
giene—in a safe environment. Beyond
basic needs, youth at shelter receive
intensive case management, health
services, and education and employment support, which are all designed to
empower each individual youth to build
toward self-sufficiency based on their
own identified goals and needs. Youth
can also participate in a variety of life
skills classes and the bike program, as
well as taking part in activities in the
community, which range from hiking
trips to volunteering.
Urban Peak serves youth ages 15 up to
age 20 who are currently experiencing
homelessness or are at imminent risk
of becoming homeless (e.g. couch surfing with friends, soon-to-be exiting foster care, etc.). No referrals are needed.
The youth served come from a variety
of backgrounds. Urban Peak strives to
be a safe space for all youth, regardless of race, ethnicity, national origin,
religion, class, educational background,
sexual orientation, gender identity, or
ability status.
Information is available on the website:

“Out Loud Colorado Springs Men’s
Chorus is excited to announce that
we have become our own non-profit
organization! For some of you who
might not know this, we have been a
part of a parent organization, almost
since our inception 10 years ago.
While we fully intend to make beautiful music with our brothers and sisters
in song from Denver, we are
THRILLED to announce that we now
are Flying Solo!
“So...what does that mean for you?
First we want to ensure you that our
voices will still be strong, and we expect a great deal of energy to be focused on changing lives, hearts, and
minds, through music here in
the Front Range. It also means that

A Note from Dara
Local PFLAG friend and gender therapist Dara Hoffman-Fox self-published
her first book, You and Your Gender
Identity, in June, 2016. She has just
posted this joyful note on Facebook :

“I have exciting
news to share
that I can finally
announce publicly!
I was
approached this
summer by a
publishing company in New
York (Skyhorse
Publishing) and we just finalized the
contract signing for You and Your
Gender Identity: A Guide to Discovery
to be published in the Fall of 2017.
:) :) :)
“This means the book will be able to
reach a far wider audience than I
have been able to do through selfpublishing. So excited!”

www.urbanpeak.org/colorado-springs

To inquire about services, call 719-6303223 or 719-205-7129 after 5pm or on
a weekend.

Congratulations from PFLAG, Dara.

here in the local community!
Every hour, every dollar, and every
ticket sold will directly support the mission and vision of Out Loud.
“Because we now are on our own,
we have several NEW ways that you
can support our mission and vision! Check these out at our new website for more details:
www.outloudcsmc.com
“Adopt a Brother: Our Chorus members
pay dues each month, which help offset
the cost of our productions. YOU can
help support a brother by contributing
to the Adopt a Brother campaign!
“Sponsor a Song: Love a specific
piece? Want to show your support in a
more musically oriented way? YOU
now have the opportunity to "Sponsor a
Song". Each sponsored song will appear in our program with special acknowledgement to those who helped
sponsor that specific song!
These are just a few of the ways you
can continue to support Out Loud.
Thank you, Colorado Springs, for your
support this last decade. We are honored, and blessed, and we look forward
to providing you with beautiful music for
many more years to come! “

Our PFLAG meetings are a safe
space.
Who you meet, and what you hear—
Must remain strictly confidential.

Thank you
To the Saponas Foundation and
First Congregational United Church
of Christ for their significant, ongoing
support of Colorado Springs PFLAG.
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Dreaming of Decadence 2016
BULLETIN BOARD
The Pikes Peak Metropolitan Community Church’s major annual fundraiser, "Dreaming of Decadence" is
set for Saturday, October 22. The
theme is “Alice In Wonderland:
Through
the
Looking
Glass.” PPMCC is located at 1102
South 21st Street, Colorado
Springs. Doors open at 6 p.m. and
dinner will be served at 6:30.
Enjoy a catered dinner, music,

October 4— Ally Up! 2016 — Fundraising Breakfast for Inside/
Out Youth Services. Doubletree Hilton Hotel, 1775 East Cheyenne
Mountain Blvd. Registration 7 a.m., Program 7:30—8:30 a.m.
Reserve a place with PFLAG by calling Elaine Myers at 598-7265.
October 22 — Inside/Out Book Sale 11:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. At
Inside/Out, 412 South Tejon Street.
October 22—Dreaming of Decadence 2016 — “Alice in Wonderland: through the Looking Glass” A night of fantasy and fun with
Metropolitan Community Church (MCC). See article, this page..
December 9-10 — Out Loud Holiday Concert — Evening concert Friday at 7:30 p.m.; matinee at 2:00 p.m. Saturday and evening concert 7:30 p.m. Saturday. First Congregational Church, 20
East St. Vrain Street, Colorado Springs. This will be a joyful celebration! PFLAG ushers are needed. Call Cindy Waldmann at 488
-9887 to volunteer.

Visit Inside/Out—Come to the Book Sale! Oct. 22
When the Colorado Springs Pride Center closed, a large collection
of books was donated to Inside/Out Youth Services. These books
have been sorted and reviewed by PFLAG mom Lori Vollmar, and
many will be sold at this event to benefit the youth group. Some
are classics, from the early years of the campaign for LGBT rights.
Come to the sale to find a treasure. See the Calendar, above.

Remember our easy fundraiser!

games and the intrigue of transformation into Alice’s
world through the rabbit hole. And, of course, the silent
and live auctions will be the highlight of the evening.
Come dressed as one of your favorite characters (or not)
and have your picture taken to remember the event. Beware of the Red Dress!
PPMCC encourages a “dream of decadent giving” to
support the church’s mission and its community partner
Westside Cares. A percentage of the proceeds will be
donated to Westside Cares’ Capital Campaign. Please
contact Jackie Thompson at jky.thompson@gmail.com.
With any questions. MCC is seeking donations for the
Silent Auction, and volunteers to help with the event.
Tickets are $30, or $55 for two. They can be purchased
at the church, online at http://bit.ly/2db0H62 or through
the MCC website: www.ppmcc.org

NPR: Alabama Judge Faces Ethics Charges

Pick up your King Soopers Gift Card at a PFLAG meeting.
King Soopers sends five percent of all purchases made
with the card (groceries, gas, prescriptions) to our PFLAG
chapter. To date, PFLAG has received over $400.

Sept. 28, 2016.
Alabama Chief Justice Roy Moore, a
Republican, is fighting to keep his job. He's accused of
violating judicial ethics for telling local judges they were
bound by Alabama's gay marriage ban — and not the
U.S. Supreme Court's landmark ruling legalizing samesex marriage. To listen to this NPR story, go to:
http://n.pr/2d8Md8v

Support Colorado Springs PFLAG—Become a Member
You can join at any time of the year. The current membership year extends from October 1, 2016 to September 30, 2017.
Name: _____________________________________________________

____New member ____Renewing member

___________________________________________________________

City: ______________________________________________________

____
____
____
____

State: __________

Amount Enclosed:

Address: ___________________________________________________

Zip Code: __________________________

Home Phone: __________________ Work Phone: _________________
E-mail_____________________________________________________
Check here if you wish to receive the newsletter by e-mail
______

Regular Membership
Supporting Member—Silver
Supporting Member—Gold
Supporting Member—Platinum

$ 30
40
60
100
$_______

Each year our chapter must contribute $15.00 for
each paid membership to the PFLAG national
office to support its mission.

Make checks payable to Colorado Springs PFLAG and mail to P.O. Box 49131, Colorado Springs, CO 80949. Membership fees and
contributions are tax deductible. All information will remain confidential. PFLAG is a 501(c) 3 nonprofit organization.

