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November PFLAG Meeting 

Tuesday, November 15 
7:00 p.m. 

Virtual Meeting on Zoom

Guest: 
Activist, Educator, Advocate 

Ben Greene 

To join the meeting, use this link: 

     https://bit.ly/3Nl8K1a

The link changes each time we 
meet on Zoom.  It can also be  
found at:  www.cspflag.org 

Everyone is welcome. 

Our PFLAG chapter is alternating 
between in-person and 
virtual monthly meetings on 
Zoom.  

My Name is Ben Greene, and I am Transgender. 

     A Special Evening.  Participants in 
the November 15th PFLAG meeting on 
Zoom will have a chance to meet and 
talk with transgender educator and 
advocate Ben Greene.  Describing his 
journey, Ben has said: 
     “My name is Ben Greene and I am 
Transgender. It took me years to be 
able to say those words comfortably 
and proudly, but now that I’ve started, 
I can’t stop.  When I first came out 
seven years ago, I struggled with my 
identity.  A lot.  I didn’t know who I was 
or who I wanted to be, and I didn’t 
know if the people around me would 
be able to love who I was becoming. 
     “I spent a year in the closet grap-
pling with the notion of masculinity and 
where I fit in.  I was dealing with in-
tense anxiety and depression as I was 
preparing to lead an inauthentic, se-
cretive and short life.  I had seen no 
positive representation of trans peo-
ple, so I didn’t know that  living a hap-
py life was an option. 
     “When I finally came out, I was 
embraced with so much more love 
than I had imagined I deserved.  With 
time, I learned to understand, accept 
and love who I am, and I started to 
find my groove in educating others: 
first peers, then school administrators, 
companies and communities! 

     “After giving a TEDx Talk called 
‘Where are you Sitting?’ in my 
sophomore year of college - 
https://bit.ly/3WgvWBq - I decided to
take a leap of faith and make a 
career out of public speaking and 
advocacy work.  I changed tracks to 
graduate a year early and now work 
full time speaking and consulting 
with different groups, teaching them 
how to be more inclusive."

(Continued on page 2) THEY’RE BACK!!!!! 

     The Out Loud Colorado Springs 
Men’s Chorus is back!  The group be-
gan rehearsing at First Congregational 
UCC Church in early August for its first 
concert in two years. Under the guid-
ance of Interim Artistic Director Bill 
Loper, the winter concert,  appropriate-
ly titled “A Holiday Homecoming," will 
be presented on December 2 and 4. 
     Choirs and choruses had a very 
difficult time during 2020-21 because 
rehearsing remotely presents great 
challenges and rehearsing in person 
was not safe.  Nonetheless, Out Loud 
made a couple of singing forays online 
via Zoom and  joyfully marched in the 
Pride Parade in July this year, singing 
and celebrating being together once 
again. 

(Continued on page 2) 

Ben Greene 

YDA Film Premieres and Media Lab  November 5—Register Now! 

students in Colorado Springs, will 
present the world premiere and red 
carpet gala celebration of eleven new 
short films on Saturday, November 5 
at the Cornerstone Arts Center at 
Colorado College, 825 North Cas-
cade Avenue.  
     General admission tickets for the 
6 p.m. program are $7.50 for youth 
under 18 and $15.00 for those 18 
and older. VIP tickets, which include 
a champagne reception with filmmak-
ers at 5:00 p.m., are $75.00 per per-
son. Tickets are available at: 
https://www.youthdocumentary.org/   

(Continued on page 2) 

     The Youth Documentary Academy, 
a powerful film program for high school 
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Colorado Springs PFLAG 

This newsletter is published by the 
Colorado Springs chapter of PFLAG. 

Mission Statement:  By meeting peo-
ple where they are and collaborating 
with others, PFLAG realizes its vision 
through: 

Support for families, allies and people 
who are LGBTQ.

Education for ourselves and others 
about the unique issues and challenges 
facing people who are LGBTQ.

Advocacy in our communities to change 
attitudes and create policies and laws 
that achieve full equality for people who 
are LGBTQ. 

- - - - - - 
To receive this newsletter regularly, sign 
up at www.cspflag.org.   

E-mail address:
information@cspflag.org 

Support Line:  (719) 425-9567 
P.O. Box 49131 

Colorado Springs, CO 80949 

PFLAG Colorado Springs website: 
www.cspflag.org 

Facebook: 
PFLAG - Colorado Springs 

https://www.facebook.com/PFLAGCS/ 

Ben Greene 
YDA Film 

(Continued from page 1) 

     Since graduating from Brandeis 
University in the summer of 2020, Ben 
has spoken in many different domains: 
at HR conferences like DisruptHR, and 
SHRM, school training sessions for 
religious and secular high schools, DEI 
summits like Diversity Live! in the UK 
and Pitt Diversity Forum 2021, Higher 
Education Institutes including Wash-
ington University Medical School,  gov-
ernment agencies including NASA, 
and internal events for global corpora-
tions.  
     He is passionate about educating 
others from a place of compassion--no 
matter where they’re starting from.   
     He has reached out to PFLAG 
chapters to provide these conversa-
tions with PFLAG chapters for free.  

MEDIA LAB 
     In the afternoon from 1:00 p.m. 
to 4:00 p.m., before the evening 
Premiere the public is invited to the 
Cornerstone Arts Center to attend a 
free GEN-Z MEDIA LAB.  
     Attendees will watch compelling 
YDA films from the new season of 
YDA’s PBS series OUR TIME, meet 
the Gen Z filmmakers, engage in 
professionally moderated Q&As, 
and then engage with major stake-
holders in our community.  
     A panel of local journalists, aca-
demic leaders and community or-
ganizers will conclude the GEN-Z 
MEDIA LAB and reflect back what 
they are hearing youth in our com-
munity say about teen mental 
health, race, gender, disability, and 
much more. To register for this free 
event, go to: https://bit.ly/3RlqCsY    

(Continued from page 1) 

     YDA has spectacular news to re-
port on the Film Festival front!  
     Out of over 2,000 submissions 
and hundreds of films screened at 
the All American High School Film 
Festival in Times Square in New 
York City on October 22-23, YDA’s 
Olive Van Eimeren won Best Docu-
mentary at the largest high school 
film festival in the world! The prize 
includes a full ride $60,000 scholar-
ship to Huntington University.  
     In an amazing sweep, two other 
YDA filmmakers, Finian Dufford and 
Rose Nseya, were the runners up.  
Plus, all 17 films from last year’s YDA 
class were selected for screening at 
the festival.   
    Congratulations to all of the YDA 
filmmakers, founder Tom Shepard 
(Palmer High School ’87) and his fine 
team of filmmaking mentors.   

      Denver Festival.  In November, 
Olive’s film will be the first film by a 
YDA student ever programmed at the 
Denver International Film Festival, 
which runs from November 2-13. For 
more information and tickets to the 
Denver festival, go to:  
https://bit.ly/3UOGrv4  

Out Loud is Back! 
(Continued from page 1) 

     Frank Hall, President of the Chorus 
Council, and Assistant Artistic Director 
Joey Young were interviewed by KOAA 
News on August 30.  "We’ve gone 
through a lot of changes," said Hall. "I 
think there were some people wonder-
ing if we would ever come back.”     
    "It just feels right,” Young comment-
ed.  “It's so good to have some form of 
normalcy in the world right now." 

Bill Loper conducting a rehearsal 

     The group provides a space for peo-
ple to sing and also a safe space for 
people in the LGBTQ community in 
Colorado Springs and southern Colora-
do. Hall, for example travels from 
Pueblo and some members travel from 
as far as Rocky Ford.   
     Many of the 46 members identify as 
gay, lesbian or transgender but it is not 
a requirement for joining the chorus. 
“It’s just a place for people who love 
music to come together,” Hall said. 
     Since the chorus was founded in 
2005, PFLAG members have regularly 
ushered at the concerts.  
     Performances are December 2 at 
7:30 p.m. and December 4 at 2:00 p.m. 
and 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $20, dis-
counted to $18 for students, military 
and seniors.  Purchase tickets online at 
https://www.outloudcsmc.com.      
     A link to the text of the KOAA News 
interview and a video from the broad-
cast is also available on the website.  
     For rehearsal photos and video clips 
with Loper and Young, see the Out 
Loud Colorado Springs Men’s Chorus 
Facebook page. 
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Thank You 

To the Saponas Foundation, First Congregational United 
Church of Christ and the Ruskey/Bianchi Family for their 
significant, ongoing support of Colorado Springs PFLAG. 

 

Support Colorado Springs PFLAG—Become a Member 

You can join at any time of the year.  The current  membership year extends from October 1, 2022 to September 30, 2023. 

Name: _____________________________________________________  ____New  member   ____Renewing  member 

___________________________________________________________ 
____  Regular Membership       $  30 

Address: ___________________________________________________ ____  Supporting Member—Silver       40 
____  Supporting Member—Gold       60 

City:  ______________________________________________________ ____  Supporting Member—Platinum  100 

State: __________  Zip Code: __________________________ Amount Enclosed:  $_______ 

Home Phone: __________________ Work Phone: _________________ Each year our chapter contributes $15.00 for  
each  paid  membership to the PFLAG national 

E-mail_____________________________________________________ office to  support its mission.  
Monthly newsletters are sent out by email. 

Make checks payable to Colorado Springs PFLAG and mail to P.O. Box 49131, Colorado Springs, CO 80949.  Membership fees and addi-
tional donations are tax deductible.   Or pay by credit card online at website: www.cspflag.org    PFLAG is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization.   

BULLETIN  BOARD 

November 4-5-6 — Denver Women’s Chorus Concert— 
“My Body, My Voice”.  https://denverchoruses.org/dwc/  

November 5— Youth Documentary Academy Premiere 
and Media Lab at Cornerstone Arts Center, Colorado 
College. See article p. 1. 

November 10-11—”Night Out” Project—Benefit for The 
PLACE.  See article below. 

December 2—Health Equity Resource Fair and Silent 
Disco— Hillside Community Center, 925 South Institute 
Street. See article this page.

December 2 and 4—Out Loud Holiday Concert “A Holi-
day Homecoming” First Congregational UCC, 20 East St. 
Vrain Street.  See article, p. 1. 

TransParenting Support Group 

     TransParenting, a program of Inside Out Youth Services, 
is a monthly support group for parents/caregivers of 
transgender and gender nonbinary children, 3rd Thursday of 
every month, 6:00—7:30 p.m. MST by Zoom.  For more 
infor-mation and to get the Zoom meeting link, email  
transparenting@insideoutys.org  or call Inside Out at (719) 
328-1056. 

     If you have not yet joined PFLAG this fall or renewed 
your membership, you are warmly encouraged to do so! 
     Well-informed PFLAG volunteers in our community 
reach out to parents and their LGBTQ family members 
with support and encouragement. They bring information 
tables to many events and give out excellent PFLAG liter-
ature produced by the national office of PFLAG.   
     Our chapter publishes a monthly newsletter with news 
of the local LGBTQ community and advice for families that 
is sent  to hundreds of individuals and all of the high 
schools and colleges in the Pikes Peak region. 
     Please support our PFLAG by becoming a member or 
simply donating to underwrite this work. 
    Join PFLAG or renew your membership online at our 
website: www.cspflag.org or by mailing the membership 
form below.      

PFLAG Fall Membership Drive 

     Inside Out Youth Services (IOYS) and Be You Colorado 
(BYC) have partnered to host this exciting two-part event 
for youth and their families at the Hillside Community Cen-
ter!  It is patterned after a similar, highly successful IOYS 
youth event at the Hillside Center a few months ago. 
     The Health Equity Resource Fair will be held in the af-
ternoon (2:30-5:30 p.m.), featuring local and statewide 
LGBTQIA2+-affirming resources.  
     Community partners offering mental, physical, and sex-
ual health services will be available to answer attendee 
questions, entirely free and confidential. Attendees can 
participate in activities and giveaways, enjoy free snacks, 
and get free COVID-19 and flu vaccines onsite. 
     Starting at 6 p.m., young people ages 13-24 are invited 
to return to Hillside Community Center for a semi-formal 
silent disco/winter ball. Inside Out will have a clothing clos-
et set up so young folks can access gender-affirming dance 
clothes at the event. 
     IOYS is a support center for LGBTQIA2+ youth in Colo-
rado Springs.  BYC is a health and wellness website help-
ing individuals make the best decisions about their sexual 
health.  https://beyoucolorado.org/  

 For more information, contact IOYS at (719) 328-1056. 

Health Equity Resource Fair and 
     Silent Disco—December 2 

November is Homeless 
Youth Awareness 
Month.  The PLACE’s 
Night Out Project is an 
experiential project that 
informs participants 
and the community on 

the silent issue of youth homelessness, elevates discussion 
among their circles of influence and raises funds for The 
PLACE to work with youth experiencing homelessness. Ask 
friends and family to sponsor you and sleep out for a night 
for a good cause!  For more information, go to:   
https://theplacecos.org/night-out-2022/  




