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November PFLAG Meeting 

Zoom Online 
 

Tuesday, November 16 
7:00 p.m. 

 
Conversation and Support 

and 
Meet a Representative from 

The Place  
 

To attend the meeting, please 
send an email message to: 
 

virtualmeeting@cspflag.org  
 

You will receive an email with an 
acknowledgement of your re-
quest.  If you don’t get an 
acknowledgement  within 30 
minutes, please send an email to: 
 

      information@cspflag.org 
 
You will receive the Zoom link for 
this meeting by email on the day 
before the meeting. 
  
Please note: The link for the 
meeting  changes every month, 
so don’t use last month’s link! 
 

Everyone is welcome. 

It’s That Time of Year—Night Out 2021! 

 

PFLAG Membership 
  
     Please consider becoming a 
member of Colorado Springs 
PFLAG.  If you are already a mem-
ber, the fall is our renewal time.  
     Memberships and donations 
make our work possible. Our PFLAG 
chapter provides monthly meetings, 
a phone support hotline, publicity, 
outreach, sending PFLAG literature 
and speakers into our community, a 
Facebook page, a website and a 
monthly newsletter. 
     The membership form is on page 
three of this newsletter. 
     The newsletter is available for 
free to anyone who wishes to re-
ceive it.  Just sign up for it on the 
website:  www.cspflag.org 

     November is National 
Runaway and Homeless 
Youth Month. 
     The Night Out Project 
organized by The Place 
youth shelter in Colorado 
Springs is an experiential 
project that informs par-
ticipants and the commu-
nity on the silent issue of 
youth homelessness, 
elevates discussion among their circles of influence and raises funds for The 
Place to work with youth experiencing homelessness. 
     The Night Out is a firsthand experience of what the youth served by The 
Place face on a day to day basis.  Supporters will sleep out on the ground over-
night at First United Methodist Church on November 18 to raise funds for the 
shelter program at The Place. 
     You can sign up as a single participant or participate with friends as a team.  
Encourage others to donate in the name of a participant or a team.  The goal this 
year is $45,000.  PFLAGers, let’s help make this happen!  More information and 
signup/donation links are on this website:  https://theplacecos.org/night-out-2021/ 
or email Nastassia.Idahosa@theplacecos.org 
     The Place, (formerly Urban Peak), offers youth experiencing homelessness 
(many of whom are LGBTQIA+) the opportunity to stay in a safe shelter with sup-
port and encouragement. This highly successful program ignites the potential in 
youth to exit homelessness and live self-determined, fulfilled lives. 

Catholic Parents Provide Support               - By Bill Oliver 

      Recognizing 
the need for pas-
toral accompani-
ment, in 2014 the 
pastor at Holy 
Apostles Catholic 
Church, Fr. Paul 
Wicker, initiated 

a monthly support group for parents of 
LGBTQ+ children.  It didn’t matter that 
official Catholic teaching saw gay at-
tractions as “objectively disordered”.  
The parents met to discover that there 
were other parents like them and to 
support each other - sort of like a 
PFLAG meeting for Catholics!  They 
did not talk theology, but rather shared 
how much they loved their kids - gay or 
straight.  Many initially struggled with 
this unexpected journey.  Earlier this 
year the group settled on the name 
Journey.   

      A few years later a new pastor 
came who was less supportive, and 
so until recently the group continued 
to meet in a private home.  That 
changed on October 14th when they 
met at Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church.  This development had the 
full support of the diocese’s new 
bishop, the Very Reverend James 
Golka.  Journey is now in the pro-
cess of spreading the word about 
their “Second Thursday” meetings at 
Sacred Heart, hopefully with notices 
in several parish bulletins.  The need 
is great, and parents are welcomed 
wherever they are in their own jour-
neys. 
    “Our mission is to support and 
connect with Catholics who love their 
LGBTQ+ family members and 
friends, recognizing all are made in 
the image and likeness of God 

(Continued on page 3) 

Sacred Heart Church 
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Colorado Springs PFLAG 
 

     This newsletter is published by the    
Colorado Springs Chapter of PFLAG. 
 
PFLAG provides support, education and 
advocacy for people who are LGBTQ+, 
their families, and allies. 
 
     To receive the newsletter regularly, 
sign up on our website: www.cspflag.org. 
   
     To contact PFLAG, send email to: 
 information@cspflag.org. 
 

Colorado Springs PFLAG 
Support Line:  (719) 425-9567 

 

Facebook:  PFLAG—Colorado Springs 
https://www.facebook.com/PFLAGCS/ 

 

PFLAG National Office website: 
www.pflag.org 

TransParent Group       
  
    The TransParent group for parents 
of gender nonbinary youth meetings  
virtually on Zoom on the third Thursday 
of the month from 6:00—7:30 p.m.   
     
     For more information, and to re-
ceive the Zoom meeting link, email   
transparenting@insideoutys.org  or call 
Inside/Out at (719) 328-1056. 

Editor’s note:  Although the acronym 
“LGBT” has been expanded over time 
to include “Q, I, A and +, our PFLAG 
chapter has rarely addressed Intersex 
issues.  This is an interesting video. 
 
    Intersex Awareness Day, acknowl-
edged this year by both the U.S. White 
House and State Department, com-
memorates the world’s first intersex 
protest in Boston on Oct. 26, 1996.   
     For more information about intersex 
activism, watch a recording of “Intersex 
Interactive:  An International Conversa-
tion with Intersex Activists” which took 
place on October 26, 2021. 
      The one hour program is intro-
duced by GLIFAA* President Michael 
Konstantino and Jessica Stern, the 
U.S. Special Envoy to Advance the 
Human Rights of LGBTQI+ Persons.   
     Go to the State Department’s Bu-
reau of Democracy, Human Rights and 
Labor Facebook page at: 
 https://www.facebook.com/StateDRL.   
Then click on the video titled “Intersex 
Interactive”. 
     *GLIFAA (Gays and Lesbians in 
Foreign Affairs Agencies) is the official-
ly recognized organization representing 
LGBTQ+ personnel, their families and 
their allies in the State Department, 
USAID, Peace Corps and other federal 
government agencies with foreign af-
fairs components.   www.glifaa.org 

U.S. Issues First Passport with an “X” Marker 

     The United States has issued its 
first U.S. passport with an “X” gender 
marker, acknowledging the rights of 
people who do not identify as male or 
female.  It is following other countries 
including Canada, Germany, Austria 
and India, which offer a third gender 
on documents. 
      Lambda Legal, a national civil 
rights organization, said that the 
passport had been issued to Dana 
Zzyym of Ft. Collins, CO a military 
veteran who is intersex. The passport 
has the usual information — name, 
place of birth, expiration date — but 
there was the long-awaited “X” under 
“sex”. 
     In 2015, Lambda Legal filed a 
lawsuit in U.S. District Court in Colo-
rado against the State Department 
on Mx. Zzyym’s behalf after Mx. 
Zzyym was denied a gender-neutral 
passport. Mx. Zzyym’s original birth 
certificate identified them as male, 
and their driver’s license listed them 
as female, according to court docu-
ments. 
     The court ruled in favor of Dana 
Zzyym in 2016, but Lambda Legal 
said in a statement that it asked a 
federal court to reopen the case be-
cause the State Department contin-
ued to “refuse to recognize a gender 
marker that is neither ‘M’ (male) nor 
‘F’ (female)”. 
     In 2018, a judge again found that 
the State Department had violated 
the law, and last year the Court of 
Appeals for the 10th Circuit in Colo-

rado sent the case back to the lower 
court. The State Department has now 
changed its policy. 
     In 2018, Colorado started offering 
“X” as a gender marker option on state 
driver’s licenses and other state IDs.  
( https://bit.ly/3mtJeuJ) 
     Colorado:  Last year, a new state 
law (see https://bit.ly/3jMLqM7) went 
into effect that removed decades-old 
requirements of surgery, a doctor’s 
note, a court order and newspaper 
publication to make gender changes to 
vital documents such as birth certifi-
cates. Now Coloradans over the age of 
18 can make the switch by filling out a 
self-attestation form.  See: 
https://bit.ly/3pPzwVp  
     The state also recently became the 
first in the nation (to require some 
health insurance companies to cover 
gender-affirming care, such as hor-
mone therapy and facial reconstruction 
surgery. (https://n.pr/3Cy0KmW) The 
move has already drawn pushback 
from conservative lawmakers.  
     Zzyym said there are more federal 
government documents, including 
some to get Social Security benefits, 
that they would like to see offer an “X” 
option for intersex individuals.  
     “I hope that happens,” Zzyym said. 
“I consider my case a ripple effect that 
went around the country and basically 
forced the federal government to start 
thinking about making a change here.”  
     For now, Zzyym will remain the only 
person in the U.S. to have a passport 
with the “X” gender marker. The option 
won’t open up to the general public 
until early 2022.  

Redacted copy of Zzyym’s Passport 

Intersex Awareness 

Congratulations! 
 
Congratulations to our friends at 
ICONS piano bar downtown at 
3 East Bijou Street on their first 
anniversary! 
     Broadway performers Josh 
Franklin and John Wolfe left 
New York and came to Colora-
do Springs right in the middle of 
the pandemic to open a won-
derful gay piano bar. 
     In its annual “Best Of”  re-
view, The Indy has just recog-
nized ICONS as Best New Bar 
and Best Overall Bar . 
     Josh commented in the Indy:  
“Everything at ICONS is over 
the top, in an upscale and ele-
gant way.—but also in a fun, 
campy way.” 
      See their Facebook page:  
https://bit.ly/3CxraFB 
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PFLAG Meetings 

    You don’t always know where other people are on their 
journeys. Therefore,  PFLAG meetings,  both in-person 
and virtual, must always be a safe space. 

Who you meet, and what you hear
Must remain strictly confidential.

Thank You 

To the Saponas Foundation, First Congregational United 
Church of Christ and the Ruskey/Bianchi Family for their 
significant, ongoing support of Colorado Springs PFLAG.

 

Support Colorado Springs PFLAG—Become a Member

You can join at any time of the year.  The current  membership year extends from October 1, 2021 to September 30, 2022.

Name: _____________________________________________________  ____New  member   ____Renewing  member
___________________________________________________________

____  Regular Membership        $  30 
Address: ___________________________________________________ ____  Supporting Member—Silver        40

____  Supporting Member—Gold        60
City:  ______________________________________________________ ____  Supporting Member—Platinum  100

State: __________  Zip Code: __________________________ Amount Enclosed:  $_______

Home Phone: __________________ Work Phone: _________________ Each year our chapter contributes $15.00 for 
each  paid  membership to the PFLAG national 

E-mail_____________________________________________________ office to  support its mission. 
Monthly newsletters are sent out by email. 
Make checks payable to Colorado Springs PFLAG and mail to P.O. Box 49131, Colorado Springs, CO 80949.  Membership fees and addi-
tional donations are tax deductible.   Or pay by credit card online at website: www.cspflag.org    PFLAG is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization.  

BULLETIN  BOARD

Nov. 12-14 and 17-20—Rocky Mountain Women’s Film 
Festival.  Details on p. 3.

Nov. 18—”Night Out 2021” - Fundraiser for The Place 
youth shelter.  See p. 1. 

Nov. 20—Transgender Day of Remembrance—  For more 
information, see https://www.glaad.org/tdor

Dec. 2-3-4-10 and 12 — Denver Gay Men’s Chorus 
“Holiday Follies—Classics, Carols and Camp”.  See website:
https://denverchoruses.org/events/

PFLAG Sponsors Film in November Festival

     Lori and John Vollmar and Colorado Springs PFLAG are 
jointly sponsoring a film, “Surviving the Silence”, in the 
Rocky Mountain Women’s Film Festival this year.  The Fes-
tival is returning as an in-person event after it provided only 
an all-virtual presentation in 2020 because of the Covid 
pandemic.  The in-person screenings will take place at the 
Pikes Peak Center on November 12-14 and will be followed 
by an online encore of festival films on November 17-20.
     “Surviving the Silence” is a remarkable film. In the early 
1990s a highly decorated colonel was forced to expel an 
Army hero for being a lesbian.  What no one knew at the 
time was that the same colonel was herself a closeted les-
bian. Decades later, the film exposes this truth in all of its 
complexity and the three women come together again to 
contemplate those events and their impact.
     Along the way, two of the women candidly revisit their 
life together and how they found love against a backdrop of 
impossible choices. By the film’s end, they show something 
even more important and unexpected. – their own voices as 
out and proud lesbians, later in life social activists and dy-
namic role models for others.
     Read more about the film at its website: 
https://www.survivingthesilence.com/   For more information 
about the Festival, including a complete list of films and the 
availability of tickets for both in-person screenings and the 
virtual encore, go to The Rocky Mountain Women’s Film 
website:  https://rmwfilm.org/   Note:  “Surviving the Silence” 
is now streaming on Amazon,com.

EXECUTIVE ORDER 10450
Homosexuals Banned From Serving

Policy Enacted April 1963 

     [Note: Bill is also involved in a separate monthly meet-
ing of non-denominational Christian parents.  Contact him 
for more information.]

(Continued from page 1)

whose creation reflects His infinite wisdom and good-
ness.  We invite the sharing of our journeys of struggle and 
joy.”
     The next meeting is Nov. 11th, 7:00 - 8:30 pm.  For  
more information, please contact Bill Oliver, 719-650-8883, 
gnarlybill@comcast.net  or Gayle, 719-599-0692, 
bobgayler@msn.com

Catholic Parents Provide Support (cont.)




