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May PFLAG Meeting 

Zoom Online 
 

Tuesday, May 18 
7:00 p.m. 

Conversation and Support 
 

To attend the meeting, please send 
an email message to:  

virtualmeeting@cspflag.org 
 
You will receive an email with infor-
mation about how to join the up-
coming meeting. If you don’t get 
this email within 30 minutes, 
please send an email to: 
 

      information@cspflag.org 
  
Please note: The link for the meet-
ing  changes every month, so don’t 
use last month’s link! 

 
Our virtual meetings are bringing 
together people from out of town 
and also out of state. 
 

Everyone is welcome.  

PFLAG Billboard on Colorado Avenue Bridge 

     The Colorado Springs 
Chapter of PFLAG  has creat-
ed a large billboard downtown, 
easily seen from the west-
bound lanes of the Colorado 
Avenue Bridge. 
     The billboard says: “Some-
one you know is transgender.  
There are approximately 2900 
transgender adults in El Paso 
County”. 

     That’s a surprising number, but it is 
supported by research (details are on 
the local PFLAG website). 
     The billboard is intended to raise 
awareness of the trans community. 
     There are thousands of 
transgender individuals in our coun-
ty.  Many are vulnerable to discrimina-
tion in  housing, healthcare, and em-
ployment and even violence.   
     This billboard receives nearly  
70,000 views a week.   
     Our hope is that it will promote con-
versations as people drive by.  Maybe 
people will google the meaning of 
transgender or educate themselves 

Minnesota LGBTQ Chorus Offers “Sound-Mind” Podcast 

further by going to the PFLAG local 
or national websites.   
     Possibly, they might be more 
attuned to trans issues in the media 
or find out what being an ally to this 
community means.  Our  desire is 
that society will realize that 
transgender people deserve the 
same rights as all of us and instead 
of being discriminated against should 
be valued and celebrated by all of 
us.  It is long over overdue.  
     The billboard was designed by a 
local PFLAG family and their 
transgender child.   It was posted on 
April 12th and will be in place for 
about a month. 

     Once again, the large  LGBTQ+ 
One Voice Mixed Chorus from the 
Twin Cities has hit a home run! 
     The chorus has continued to prac-
tice together remotely through the pan-
demic, but was unable to sing in con-
certs or reach out to greater Minnesota 
with a fall tour. Instead, One Voice has 
developed its first ever  podcast in six 
parts that  addresses mental health 

issues through music, with stories 
drawn from its previous annual fall 
tours to rural areas. 
     Listen to a trailer on its website: 
www.onevoicemn.org/sound-mind in 
which Artistic Director Jane Ramseyer 
Miller describes the origin of Sound-
Mind. She says, in part: 
     “In a normal year we bring our mu-
sic to greater Minnesota as a way to 
connect with queer folks and their fam-
ilies in places where LGBTQ people 
may experience more isolation in com-
parison to the Twin Cities.  The people 
we meet and the stories we hear on 
those tours are profound. 
     “Parents who drive three hours to 
hear a One Voice concert because 

(Continued on page 2) 

     Above and behind the PFLAG bill-
board is a very unusual sculpture titled 
“Iscariot”.  It is a salvaged steel creation 
by Trace O’Connor of Ft. Collins, Colo-
rado, for the Downtown Area Partner-
ship “Art on the Streets” exhibit in 2018-
19. She weighs 4200 pounds and is 
mounted on the roof of the Traffic Man-
agement Center. 
     The mermaid’s lines are both figura-
tive and abstract, recognizable and al-
ien, as she has suddenly found impetus 
to take flight from a perch and swoop 
gracefully from her recent stance.  She 
is frozen in time just before reaching 
maximum speed on her upswing into 
thin air.       
   Thank you to Lori Vollmar for  re-
searching “Iscariot”. 
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TransParent Group       
  

    The TransParent group for parents 
of gender variant and transgender 
youth is meeting virtually on Zoom 
on the third Thursday of the month 
from 6:00—7:30 p.m.      For more 
information, and to receive the Zoom 
meeting link, email   
transparenting@insideoutys.org  or 
call Inside/Out at (719) 328-1056. 

TYES  

      Transgender Youth Education 
and Support (TYES) is a Boulder-
based parent group that provides in-
formation and a community of support 
for parents of gender dysphoric and 
gender variant younger children.     
Website: www.TYES-Colorado.org. 

 

PFLAG Meetings… 
  

    You don’t always know where 
other people are on their journeys.   
 

     Therefore,  PFLAG meetings,  
both in-person and virtual, must al-
ways be a safe space. 
 

Who you meet, and what you hear 
 

 
Must remain strictly confidential. 

Thank You 
 

To the Saponas Foundation, First 
Congregational United Church of 
Christ and the Ruskey/Bianchi Fami-
ly for their significant, ongoing sup-
port of Colorado Springs PFLAG. 

“Sound-Mind”  

 

Colorado Springs PFLAG 
 
This newsletter is published by the    
Colorado Springs Chapter of PFLAG.  
PFLAG provides support, education and 
advocacy for people who are LGBTQ+, 
their families, and allies. 

 
To receive this newsletter regularly, go 
to the website: www.cspflag.org.   
 
To contact PFLAG, send email to: 
 information@cspflag.org. 
 

Colorado Springs PFLAG 
Support Line:  (719) 425-9567 

 
Facebook:  PFLAG—Colorado Springs 
https://www.facebook.com/PFLAGCS/ 

 
PFLAG National Office website: 

www.pflag.org 

they are still ostracized years after their 
son died of AIDS;  A transwoman who 
struggles daily to connect with her rural 
neighbors. 
    “But this fall we were in the midst of 
a global pandemic, and a choir tour 
was completely out of the question. 
     “So we developed “Sound-Mind” as 
a way to share stories of queer folk in 
greater Minnesota, and to explore how 
their art supports their mental health.   
     “We started with six Sound-Mind 
episodes, featuring stories from Big 
Fork to Northfield, to Ottertail County. 
     “The trailer includes a story teaser 
from singer Michaela Raymond, a 
transgender woman from outside Tol-
moon, MN, a town four hours north of 
Minneapolis, population 446. 
     “So jump on the One Voice bus as 
we explore the mental health support 
of art, music and storytelling!” 
      More information and One Voice 
history and music can be found on its 
homepage: www.onevoicemn.org. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Drop In Center—Great Success 

Message from Shawna Kemppainen, 
Executive Director of The PLACE 
and Jessie Pocock, Executive Direc-
tor of Inside/Out Youth Services 
  
    In the winter of 2020, The PLACE 
and Inside Out Youth Services part-
nered on a temporary program to 
create life-saving space for young 
people experiencing homelessness. 
We are proud to report that the effort 
proved successful.  
     From December 10, 2020 through 
April 1, 2021, The PLACE utilized the 
IOYS space as a daytime winter drop
-in center ensuring that warmth, food 
and clothing were available for youth 
living without shelter.  
     The temporary space was also a 
crucial access point for vulnerable 
young people to receive mental 
health support, use computers, get 
linked to housing and shelter, and to 
simply, safely, rest,  away from the 
cold crisis of street life. 

     The drop-in center was open 6 hours 
a day, Monday through Friday. The 
availability of safe, dedicated space 
large enough for diverse services and 
open long enough to allow youth the 
time to build trust with adults made a 
world of difference: 
       —124 young people walked 
through the pilot drop-in center doors. 
       —35 young people (28%) who used 
the drop-in center exited homelessness 
to a safe, stable environment of some 
type. That was six times the number 
who exited street life in the same pe-
riod last year when only a drop-in 
room was available at The PLACE 
facility. 
     The raging pandemic and winter 
temperatures put young people living 
unhoused at dire risk of disease and 
human trafficking. They urgently needed 
a warm, safe place to come indoors, 
connect to safe adults, de-escalate from 
the street, and link to housing and other 
important resources.    
     Most of the young people who used 
the drop-in center are still surviving out-
doors. This pilot project linked them to 
vital safe services, connected them with 
trusted adults, and – most importantly – 
allowed them to feel seen, heard, re-
spected and valued. 
     One in three of the young people 
connected with Inside Out experiences 
homelessness, so even as Inside Out 
successfully transitioned its program-
ming to an online format, it was vital to 
ensure these and all other area youth 
had a safe, supportive space to turn to. 
     Nationally, research shows drop-
in centers are one of the most effec-
tive ways to reach unsheltered youth, 
and the opportunity to pilot this type 
of service shows that it works in Col-
orado Springs, too.   
     As we reflect on this program’s suc-
cess and look ahead toward future col-
laborations, we thank our partners in 
this endeavor, people like you who sup-
port the Pikes Peak region’s vulnerable 
youth.   
PFLAG donated $2,000 to this project. 
Contributions may be made through the 
websites:  https://theplacecos.org  and  
https://www.insideoutys.org.  
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Support Colorado Springs PFLAG—Become a Member 
 
You can join at any time of the year.  The current  membership year extends from October 1, 2020 to September 30, 2021. 
 
Name: _____________________________________________________                            ____New  member   ____Renewing  member 
 

___________________________________________________________       
         ____  Regular Membership                        $  30   
Address: ___________________________________________________  ____  Supporting Member—Silver                40 
         ____  Supporting Member—Gold                  60 
City:  ______________________________________________________  ____  Supporting Member—Platinum         100 
   
State: __________  Zip Code: __________________________  Amount Enclosed:                                 $_______ 
          
Home Phone: __________________ Work Phone: _________________  Each year our chapter contributes $15.00 for  
         each  paid  membership to the PFLAG national  
E-mail_____________________________________________________  office to  support its mission.  
Check here if you wish to receive the newsletter by e-mail      ______ 
 

Make checks payable to Colorado Springs PFLAG and mail to P.O. Box 49131, Colorado Springs, CO 80949.  Membership fees and addi-
tional donations are tax deductible.   Or pay by credit card online at website: www.cspflag.org    PFLAG is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization.   

BULLETIN  BOARD 

May 1—Vaccine Equity Clinic  Congratulations to Inside/Out 
for running a free Vaccine Clinic on Saturday. May 1  (second 
dose May 22) for all genders, all sexual orientations, ages 16 
and up.  No ID?  No insurance?  No problem!  What a wonderful 
service this is to the community. Appointments available at:   
tinyurl.com/IOYSDose1    
 
July 15—Off the Street Breakfast—Fundraiser for The Place 
(In-person breakfast event) 7:30—8:30 am. Location to be an-
nounced. 
 
July 16-18  — PrideFest 2021— Although the large weekend 
festival with thousands of people will not be taking place this 
year, the PrideFest committee is planning lots of fun pride 
events throughout the city the entire week of July 11-18.  If you 
have a local business or organization and would like to be in-
volved please send the organizers a message on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/pridefest/ 

The Colorado Town That Became 
A Transgender Haven     

     For more than four decades, 
between 1969 and 2010, the re-
mote former mining town of Trini-
dad, Colorado, was the unlikely 
crossroads for approximately 6,000 
medical pilgrims who came looking 
for relief from the pain of gender 
dysphoria.  
     The surgical skill and nonjudg-
mental compassion of surgeons 
Stanley Biber and his transgender 
protege Marci Bowers not only 

made the phrase "Going to Trinidad" a euphemism for 
gender confirmation surgery in the worldwide 
transgender community, but also turned the small out-
post near the New Mexico border into what The New 
York Times called "the sex-change capital of the world."  
     The full story of that nearly forgotten chapter in gen-
der and medical history has never been told--until now.  
     Award-winning writer Martin J. Smith spent two 
years researching not only the stories of Trinidad, Biber, 
and Bowers, but also tracking the lives of many 
transgender men and women who sought their services. 
The result is "Going to Trinidad," which focuses on the 
complicated pre- and post-surgery lives of two Biber 
patients--Claudine Griggs and Walt Heyer. 
     A High Country News story about the publication of 
the book can be found at https://bit.ly/3gYu3aF 

PFLAG CARE PACKAGES 
 

Our PFLAG chapter has put together 20 CARE packages in-
cluding PFLAG beanies, stainless steel water bottles and sweet 
treats—and you can nominate someone in the Colorado Springs 
area to be the recipient of one of them!   
     Just send an email to information@cspflag.org with your 
name and phone number  and your nominee’s  name, address 
and contact information (phone, email). We’ll do the rest! 

Britain Announces that Alan Turing’s Picture will 
be on the New 50-Pound Note 
     How times have changed.  When the announcement 
was made on April 26, the rainbow flag flew over the 
Bank of England in London. Turing was the scientist 
behind the breaking of the German Enigma code during 
World War II.   
     In 1952 Turing was charged and convicted of being 
a gay man, a crime punishable by prison in the 1950s. 
He chose chemical castration over prison, and he com-
mitted suicide two years later. His riveting story was 
told in the 2015 film The Imitation Game, for which Ben-
edict Cumberbatch won an Academy Award. PFLAG CARES 


