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                                        June 2018 

 
JUNE  PFLAG  

MEETING 
 

Tuesday 
June 19, 2018 

7:00 p.m.  
 

Preparing Our Signs 
For the Pride Parade 

and 
Small Group Discussion 

 
The Dwelling Place, 

508 North Tejon Street 
 

Door open at 6:30 p.m. 
Coffee, cookies 

Everyone is welcome 

We’re Preparing for the July Pride Parade 

     Volunteers will devote the June 
PFLAG meeting to preparing the signs 
we will carry in the Pride Parade on 
Sunday, July 15th during the annual 
PrideFest Celebration in Colorado 
Springs.   There will also be some 
small group conversation time. 
     Be sure to put PrideFest, July 14-
15, on your calendar now and plan to 
march with PFLAG in the Pride Pa-
rade.    
     Saturday is Family Day with a ton 
of fun activities for kids of all ages and 
excellent shows on both the main and 
second stages in America the Beauti-
ful Park. 
     Sunday the parade starts at 11 am 
at Cimarron and Tejon, marching north 
to Colorado Avenue and then west 
over the bridge to the park. 

 
PFLAG always needs volunteers to 
work in pairs to manage the PFLAG 
booth in the park on both days from 
10 a.m.—6 p.m., handing out litera-
ture and talking to passers-by.  
     We need your help!  Please call 
Karen Stith at 634-4433 to sign up 
for a time slot. 
     Read more about PrideFest 2018 
and see Festival updates at: 
https://www.cospridefest.com/ 

Bill Oliver and Karen Stith March in Ark Valley Pride Parade 

     Ark Valley Pride (Upper 
Arkansas Valley Pride, lo-
cated in Salida, CO) cele-
brated its second birthday in 
June with a week-long series 
of events in Salida, crowned 
by a Pride Parade June 2.   
     Bill Oliver and Karen Stith 
from our chapter marched 
with Ann and Bill Ogg from 
Highlands Ranch PFLAG in 
support of the wonderful 
work Ark Valley  Pride has 
done in such a short time.  

The four PFLAG visitors helped manage a PFLAG booth in the park. 
       Elaine Myers and Bill Oliver have been providing encouragement to the 
Salida group for the past two years.  The Colorado Springs chapter has also 
been providing a generous supply of PFLAG literature to the new group to help it 
with outreach. 
     Congratulations to Shannon Nelson and her wonderful volunteers, who have 
brought renewed awareness of LGBT issues to this mountain town and its sur-
rounding community.  The local newspaper, Mountain Mail,  published a front 
page story about Pride Week and estimated that 350 people attended the pa-
rade and subsequent celebration in the park.  Bill Oliver’s photos are available  
at: http://bit.ly/PFLAG-Salida-2018   (Note:  We saw our old Ground Zero friend 
Frank Whitworth Wimberley, who has moved from Colorado Springs to Salida! 
He’s doing very well at 78 and enjoyed reminiscing about Ground Zero days.) 

Outreach Opportunity: 

 

2nd Annual Pride Luncheon  
At Peterson Air Force Base 

  

    Bill Oliver will be attending the sec-
ond annual Pride Luncheon at Peter-
son AFB on June 20th, from 11:30 am - 
1:00 pm, which will take place at the 
Club on base.  He would be happy to 
have others from our chapter join him.   
     Bill attended the inaugural luncheon  
last year and was very impressed with 
this event.  The guest presenter this 
year is Col. Gary Packard, vice dean at 
the US Air Force Academy,  speaking 
on "Why We Need Allies at LGBT Pride 
Events". Col. Packard spoke at our 
April PFLAG meeting. 
     If you are interested in attending the 
luncheon, please contact Bill Oliver 
ASAP by e-mailing him at:  
gnarlybill@hotmail.com.   
     The cost is $12.00.  In order for indi-
viduals to enter the base, someone in 
the car needs to have a military ID, and 
Bill can help coordinate that. 
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This newsletter is published by the    
Colorado Springs Chapter of PFLAG. 
 
 
PFLAG Vision Statement .  PFLAG 
envisions a world where diversity is 
celebrated and all people are re-
spected, valued and affirmed inclu-
sive of their sexual orientation, gen-
der identity and gender expression. 
 
 
PFLAG  Mission Statement:  By 
meeting people where they are and 
collaborating with others, PFLAG 
realizes its vision through: 
 
Support for families, allies and peo-
ple who are LGBTQ 
 
Education for ourselves and others 
about the unique issues and chal-
lenges facing people who are 
LGBTQ 
 
Advocacy in our communities to 
change attitudes and create poli-
cies and laws that achieve full 
equality for people who are 
LGBTQ. 

********** 
 

To join the local chapter and receive 
the newsletter regularly, complete and 
mail the membership form on page 
four.  To receive complimentary copies 
of the newsletter, please contact us. 

 
E-mail address:  info@cspflag.org 

 
Support Line:  (719) 425-9567 

 
P.O. Box 49131 

Colorado Springs, CO 80949 
 
 

PFLAG Colorado Springs website: 
www.cspflag.org 

 
PFLAG National Office website: 

www.pflag.org 
 
 

Newsletter Editor:  Karen Flitton Stith 
E-mail: karenfstith@gmail.com  

 
 

To receive your newsletter by e-mail, 
send a request to info@cspflag.org 

Trans Youth Education and 
Support (TYES) 
 
TYES is a PFLAG affiliate that offers  
education and support to families with 
gender variant children.  TYES informa-
tion is  available at PFLAG meetings.    
 
TYES families in the Pikes Peak region  
keep in touch by phone and through a 
private Facebook page.  To contact the 
Colorado Springs TYES volunteers, call 
PFLAG at  (719) 425-9567 or send  an 
e-mail to info@cspflag.org.   
 
The TYES program originated and is 
headquartered in Boulder, Colorado. 
 
More information is available at the  
national TYES website   www.TYES-

Gallup Poll Shows Record 
Number of Americans  
Identify as LGBT  

 - Summer Meza, The Week  5/22/18 
 
     The number of Americans who 
identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual, or 
transgender has risen once again. 
Last year, 4.5 percent of adults sur-
veyed by Gallup said they identified 
as LGBT, up from 4.1 percent in 
2016 and 3.5 percent in 2012. That 
translates to more than 11 million 
Americans.  
     The survey found that the in-
crease has been happening most 
rapidly among millennials, while the 
share of LGBT individuals in older 
generations has remained nearly 
steady. While 8.1 percent of millen-
nials identified as LGBT last year, 
just 2.4 percent of baby boomers 
did. Between 2016 and 2017, the 
number of LGBT millennials went 
up by nearly a full percentage point, 
the biggest increase ever tracked 
by Gallup. 
     More women identify as LGBT 
than men, with 5.1 percent of 
women and 3.9 percent of men self-
identifying as such.  
     The study surveyed 340,604 
U.S. adults reached by phone be-
tween Jan. 2 and Dec. 30, 2017. It 
has a margin of error of plus or mi-
nus 0.1 percentage point. See more 
results at  Gallup:    
                    https://bit.ly/2KRT97A 

Colorado Baker’s Case Not A 
License to Discriminate 

Editorial by Gabriel Campanario -  
Seattle Times, June 10, 2018 
 
     The U.S. Supreme Court’s decision 
siding with a Colorado baker who re-
fused to create a wedding cake for a 
gay couple stopped short of condoning 
the baker’s conduct or declaring his 
actions legal. 
     That means the narrow ruling can-
not be considered blanket permission 
for business owners to turn away gay 
customers, even if serving those cus-
tomers conflicts with the owners’ reli-
gious beliefs. 
     To be clear, no one should be de-
nied service based on their sexual ori-
entation or who they choose to marry. 
     Yet the high court’s ruling should 
serve as a cautionary tale to govern-
ment agencies charged with defending 
people’s civil rights. When pursuing anti
-discrimination claims, these agencies 
must be careful to respect a person’s 
religion throughout the process, or risk 
having their work thrown out in court. 
     That’s what happened in the Mas-
terpiece Cakeshop ruling from Colo-
rado. A majority of Supreme Court jus-
tices agreed that the Colorado Civil 
Rights Commission showed “clear and 
impermissible hostility” toward the reli-
gious beliefs of baker Jack Phillips, 
who told a same-sex couple he would 
not create a cake for their 2012 wed-
ding reception.  
     Phillips argued that directing his 
artistic skills toward making the cake 
would send a message that he sup-
ports same-sex marriage, a position 
that conflicts with his religion. 
     The case was argued on free-
speech grounds, but that wasn’t what 
prompted the court’s 7-2 decision to 
reverse a lower-court ruling. Instead, in  
 
                               (continued on p. 3) 
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PFLAG meetings are always  
a safe space.   

 

Who you meet, and what you hear …   
Must remain strictly confidential.  
                                     - Thank you. 

     You are invited to Urban Peak's 
signature fundraising event!   Urban 
Peak works to ignite the potential in 
youth to exit homelessness and create 
self-determined, fulfilled lives. Some of 
the formerly homeless Urban Peak 
youth will tell their stories to the huge 
audience this event generates. 
     The breakfast will be held under 
the Colorado Avenue Bridge near 218 
West Colorado Avenue on Thursday, 
July 19.  Networking and Registration 
is from 7:00 - 7:30 p.m.  Breakfast and 
Program 7:30-8:30 a.m.   
     The breakfast is complimentary but 
a meaningful donation will be re-
quested.  Sit at the PFLAG table.  Re-
serve your spot by calling our table 
captain, Elaine Myers, at 598-7265.  
See you there! 

Denver PrideFest 
                      - June 16-17 

     Cindy and Steve Waldmann will be 
carrying the Colorado Springs PFLAG 
banner in the Denver Pride Parade on 
Sunday, June 17th.  The parade lines 
up in Cheeseman Park at 9 a.m. and 
steps off at 9:30 to march to Civic 
Center Park.  Cindy and Steve have 
been marching in the Denver parade 
for years. 
    Recognized as one of the top ten 
pride events in the country, Denver's 
PrideFest is a celebration of commu-
nity, heritage, family and culture. It is 
produced by the Gay, Lesbian, Bisex-
ual and Transgender Community Cen-
ter of Colorado (The Center).  More 
than 250,000 people from Colorado 
and surrounding areas come out to 
enjoy the parade, rally, music, enter-
tainment, food and much more. 
     The link for the Denver website is: 
https://denverpride.org 
     Thanks, Cindy and Steve, for rep-
resenting Colorado Springs PFLAG. 

“Claiming My Gender”   
                        —12th Annual Gender Spectrum Conference 

     The 12th Annual Gender Spec-
trum Conference will be held on Sat-
urday and Sunday, July 7-8 at St. 
Mary’s College of California in Mo-
raga, CA.  There be some great new 
and returning programs for parents, 
families, children and teens.  Sliding 
scale tickets are offered, so every-
one who is interested in attending 
can do so. 
     Gender Spectrum helps to create 
gender sensitive and inclusive envi-
ronments for all children and teens.  
It is a remarkably rich resource with 
regard to issues of gender dysphoria 
and transgender support.  
     The conference features a Con-
ference Support Center where atten-
dees can sign up to talk with medi-
cal, mental health, legal and faith 
professionals.  
     The two-day conference will be 
preceded by a Professionals’ Sym-
posium on Friday, July 6. 

Drawing titled :“What If Everyone Could 
Show the World Their True Colors?” 

Online Registration closes on June 30. 
 
   Please pass this information on to 
anyone you feel might be interested in 
attending the Symposium or Confer-
ence, or who would benefit from learn-
ing about what Gender Spectrum of-
fers.  The Gender Spectrum website is 
a rich resource: 
       https://www.genderspectrum.org/ 

Colorado Baker’s Case (cont.) 

his majority opinion, Justice Anthony  
Kennedy cited comments from a 
member of the Colorado Civil Rights 
Commission as evidence that com-
missioners didn’t give Phillips’ case 
fair and neutral consideration. 
     “Freedom of religion has been 
used to justify all kinds of discrimina-
tion throughout history, whether it be 
slavery, whether it be the Holocaust,” 
one of the commissioners said in 
2014. “And to me it is one of the most 
despicable pieces of rhetoric that 
people can use to — to use their re-
ligion to hurt others.” 
     However, this ruling is unlikely to 
alter the outcome of a similar case 
from Washington [state], in which 
state Attorney General Bob Ferguson 
sued a Richland florist for refusing to 
provide flowers for a gay couple’s 
wedding.   
    The Supreme Court is still deciding 
whether to take up that case after two 
lower courts sided with Ferguson and 
the same-sex couple. 
     Lawyers for the florist, Barronelle 
Stutzman, have alleged Ferguson 
has “repeatedly and overtly de-

meaned her faith” in court filings by 
comparing her religious beliefs about 
marriage to racial discrimination. 
     But unlike the Colorado commis-
sioner, Ferguson has struck a tone that 
is remarkably evenhanded in his case 
against Arlene’s Flowers.  
     In court filings, he called Stutzman’s 
religious views “sincerely held” and 
weighed them carefully, even while 
concluding her beliefs did not allow her 
to deny services to others when run-
ning a business in the public market-
place. 
     He mentions racial discrimination 
mainly to refute Stutzman’s defense 
that she would provide gay customers 
with flowers for other events, just not 
weddings. 

      In a brief to the Washington state 
Supreme Court, Ferguson wrote:   
 

“Just as it would be race discrimination 
for a florist to refuse to serve an interra-
cial couple for their wedding, even if 
she would serve them at other times, it 
is sexual orientation discrimination for 
her to refuse to serve a same-sex cou-
ple for their wedding, even if she 
served them at other times,”   
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Support Colorado Springs PFLAG—Become a Member 
 
You can join at any time of the year.  The current  membership year extends from October 1, 2017 to Se ptember 30, 2018. 
 
Name: _____________________________________________________                            ____New  member    ____Renewing  member 
 

___________________________________________________________       
         ____  Regular Membership                        $  30   
Address: __________________________________________ _________  ____  Supporting Member—Silver                40 
         ____  Supporting Member—Gold                  60 
City:  ____________________________________________ __________  ____  Supporting Member—Platinum         100 
   
State: __________  Zip Code: ______________________ ____  Amount Enclosed:                                 $_______ 
          
Home Phone: __________________ Work Phone: ________ _________  Each year our chapter must contribute $1 5.00 for  
         each  paid  membership to the PFLAG nation al  
E-mail_____________________________________________ ________  office to  support its mission.  
Check here if you wish to receive the newsletter by  e-mail      ______  
 

Make checks payable to Colorado Springs PFLAG and m ail to P.O. Box 49131, Colorado Springs, CO 80949.  Membership fees and 
additional donations are tax deductible.   All info rmation will remain confidential.    PFLAG is a 501 (c) 3 nonprofit organization.   

BULLETIN  BOARD 

Thank You 
 
 

To the Saponas Foundation, First Congregational United 
Church of Christ and the Ruskey/Bianchi Family for their 
significant, ongoing support of Colorado Springs PFLAG. 

 
June 16-17— Denver PrideFest —   Pride Parade lines 
up at Cheeseman Park at 9 a.m.  More information on   
page 3. 
 
July 14-15 — PrideFest 2018 —   America the Beautiful 
Park. Colorado Springs.  More information on page 1. 
 
July 19 — “Off the Street” Breakfast — Major fundraiser 
for Urban Peak, a program serving homeless youth. More 
information on page 3. 
 
October 3  — “Love the Skin You’re In” —”Ally Up!”  
Breakfast Fundraiser for Inside/Out Youth Services—   
Antlers Hotel.  Breakfast is free, significant donations are 
requested. Inside/Out serves LGBT youth ages 13—22.  
Special Guests:  Laila and Logan Ireland, the trans couple 
who participated in the Colorado Springs PFLAG event in 
April with Col. Gary Packard.  We like to have a good 
PFLAG presence at this annual event.  Secure your place 
at the PFLAG table by calling Elaine Myers at  598-7265. 

 

 
                                                           Support PFLAG  
Pick up a King Soopers/ City Market Gift Card at a PFLAG meeting or get one by mail. 
 
The free card is already loaded with $2.50 for groceries.  You add money to the card us-
ing your credit card, and use the gift card to pay for purchases.  King Soopers will donate 
5% of your grocery, gas and pharmacy purchases to our local chapter of PFLAG. Now, 
that’s an easy, powerful fundraiser!  To receive a card by mail, call Cindy Waldmann at 
(719) 488-9887. 

At a recent “Transgender Job Fair” hosted by Cleve-
land’s Metro Health hospital, the organizers gave away 
buttons that participants could use to indicate their gen-
der pronouns.  

     While challenges remain for transgender jobseekers, 
more businesses are reaching out to the trans community.  
     On June 8, NPR’s “Marketplace” aired a report by 
Adrian Ma about a recent transgender job fair in Cleveland.  
Among the 24 companies there were some big names, 
including Starbucks, PNC Bank and Progressive Insurance. 
    Metro Health  hospital started hosting the annual event a 
few years ago, and organizers say that each time the num-
ber of recruiters keeps growing. The first year, there were 
only eight. 
     Read or listen to the complete story online at the Mar-
ketplace website by clicking this link: 
                                                         https://bit.ly/2Mh5und 


