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OutServe–SLDN Leaders to Speak at PFLAG 

Urban Peak, an organization that pro-
vides temporary housing and support 
programs for homeless youth, many 
of whom are LGBT,  will host a fund-
raising breakfast at its facility, at the 
corner of Wahsatch and Cucharras 
on Wednesday, July 23rd, with regis-
tration from 7—7:30 a.m. and a 
breakfast program from 7:30-8:30, 
led by Executive Director Shawna 
Kemppainen. 
 
Reservations are necessary. There is 
room for you at a PFLAG table.  
Send an e-mail to table captain Bill 
Oliver: gnarlybill@hotmail.com to  
reserve a place. 
 
The breakfast is free. Meaningful do-
nations are requested. 

          PFLAG Mom Promotes 
          Inside/Out  
          Clothes Closet 

PFLAG mom Therese VanOverbeke, 
who volunteers regularly at Inside/
Out Youth Services with her daugh-
ter, Pam,  has asked PFLAGgers to 
donate clothing for the youth, some 
of whom are homeless. 
 
Inside/Out is an independent non-
profit organization that has provided 
support to LGBTIQ youth in the Pikes 
Peak Region for many years. 
 
The youth range in age from 13—22, 
and the need is greatest in the larger 
sizes,  from Large to 2X.  Summer 
clothing is needed now.  New or 
lightly used clothing is accepted.   

Underwear is not included in the 
Closet.   
 
Clothing may be brought to PFLAG 
meetings or taken directly to Inside/
Out at 412 South Tejon Street. 
 
The Inside/Out pantry also needs 
donations of non-perishable foods 
such as individual size ravioli, chili, 
noodles, ramen, or any kind of com-
fort food that can be microwaved. 
Snack packages of tuna or peanut 
butter and crackers and bottled wa-
ter are also welcome.  Food dona-
tions can be brought to PFLAG 
meetings for deliver to Inside.Out. 

“Off the Street” Breakfast 
To Benefit Urban Peak 

 
Jordan Simonson and Nathan Sturm, 
co-leaders of the Colorado-Wyoming 
Chapter of OutServe-SLDN (Service-
members Legal Defense Network), will 
speak at the July PFLAG meeting 
about the work of this organization. 
 
OutServe-SLDN serves LGBT active 
military and guard personnel and in-
vites LGBT government civilians, retir-
ees, veterans and straight supporters 
to become members as well.  The 
chapter has established support groups 
at all Colorado military bases, including 
Permanent Party and Cadets at the Air 
Force Academy. 
 
Articles on the Outserve/-SLDN web-
site (www.Outserve-SLDN.org) include 
stories of LGBT servicemembers’ pur-
suit of equal rights and the legal assis-
tance that can be obtained through the 
organization.  There is a free legal hot-
line, and information on the 81 chapters 
worldwide that serve over six thousand 
members. 

OutServe-SLDN has partnered with 
AVER (American Veterans for Equal 
Rights, Inc). and MPFC (Military Part-
ners and Families Coalition) to pro-
duce a joint statement regarding the 
recent announcement from the V.A. 
regarding benefits provided to same-
sex couples. OutServe-SLDN is 
proud to be working with these pro-
fessional organizations in a positive 
manner to further the goals of equal 
rights for all LGBT military members, 
veterans and their families. 
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This newsletter is published by the    
Colorado Springs Chapter of PFLAG 
(Parents, Families and Friends of       
Lesbians and Gays). 
 
 
PFLAG  Mission Statement: 
 
PFLAG promotes the health and well-
being of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and 
transgender (GLBT) persons, their 
families and friends through: 
 
√   support , to cope with an adverse 
society, 
√   education , to enlighten an ill-
informed public, and 
√   advocacy , to end discrimination and 
secure equal civil rights. 
 
PFLAG provides an opportunity for 
dialogue about sexual orientation and 
gender identity, and acts to create a 
society that is healthy and respectful of 
human diversity. 
 

********** 
 

PFLAG IS FOR EVERYONE 
 

If you’ve never been to one of our 
meetings, we feel you will find it re-

warding and may find it leads to a new 
sense of family.  

Membership is not required.   
All are welcome. 

 
************************ 

To join the chapter and receive the 
newsletter regularly, complete and mail 
the membership form on page four.  To 
receive complimentary copies of the 
newsletter, please contact us. 

 
E-mail address:  info@cspflag.org 

 
Support Line:  (719) 425-9567 

 
P.O. Box 49131 

Colorado Springs, CO 80949 
 
 

PFLAG Colorado Springs website: 
www.cspflag.org 

 
PFLAG National Office website: 

www.pflag.org 
 

Newsletter Editor:  Karen Flitton Stith 
E-mail: karenfstith@gmail.com  

 
To receive your newsletter by e-mail, 
send a request to info@cspflag.org 

Inside/Out, Urban Peak Pilot Joint Outreach Project 

Joint Press Release— Youth who 
experience homelessness could be 
one step closer to getting off the 
street as Urban Peak Colorado 
Springs expands its outreach team 
and joins forces with Inside/Out 
Youth Services. 
 
With start-up funding from the City of 
Colorado Springs Community Devel-
opment Block Grant program, Urban 
Peak will have an additional out-
reach counselor primarily focusing in 
Downtown Colorado Springs. In ad-
dition to being on the streets of the 
city, the outreach team will now be 
able to utilize space at Inside/Out 
Youth Services location on South 
Tejon. 
 
“Connecting youth to trusted adults 
who will not judge them is the first 
and most vital step in helping a 
young person get off the street and 
see the possibility of a better future,” 
says Shawna Kemppainen, execu-
tive director of Urban Peak Colorado 
Springs. “We know that Inside/Out  is 
a safe space for all young people, 
and we know their staff are trained in 
working with youth experiencing 
homelessness. Youth are hesitant 
and often fearful of seeking assis-
tance from adult-oriented organiza-
tions, and so the connection to In-
side/Out is a natural fit.” 
 
Eric Pizana is the executive director 
of Inside/Out Youth Services. “The 
unfortunate fact is LGBT youth are 

anywhere from 25% to 40% of the 
homeless youth population,” says Pi-
zana. “Inside/Out Youth Services 
regularly work with at-risk youth and 
we understand the kind of environ-
ment that will support young people in 
need. We are glad to be part of the 
solution that helps youth escape 
homelessness and to become accom-
plished and successful adults.” 
Outreach counselors connect with 
young people on the street and pro-
vide basic needs such as socks, wa-
ter, and hygiene kits. Additionally, they 
can connect youth with essential re-
sources such as helping them replace 
lost and stolen IDs or even to reunify 
with family when that’s an appropriate 
option. Most importantly, the outreach 
workers begin to build a relationship of 
trust with an adult that is often missing 
from a youth’s life. That trust can lead 
to youth eventually seeking further 
support such as shelter, recovery pro-
grams and employment or education 
assistance. Last year, Urban Peak 
Colorado Springs reached 387 young 
people between the approximate ages 
of 15 to 25 who were living on the 
street, under bridges, in cars or in 
other uninhabitable environments. 
 
The collaboration also brings two non-
profit leaders full circle. Pizana was 
formerly an outreach counselor at Ur-
ban Peak, and Kemppainen is the for-
mer executive director of Inside/Out. 
Inside/Out Youth Services is a private 
501(c)3 Non-Profit Organization in 
Colorado Springs serving the Pikes 
Peak Region.  
 
Founded in 1999, Urban Peak Colo-
rado Springs is a non-profit organiza-
tion that provides a full convergence of 
services for youth ages 15 to 25 ex-
periencing homelessness or youth 
who are at imminent risk of becoming 
homeless. Urban Peak serves youth 
along their individual journeys to self-
sufficiency in providing a 20-bed shel-
ter, street outreach, daytime life skills 
classes and activities, education and 
employment services, case manage-
ment, behavior health services, meals 
and more. For more information, visit  
w w w . i n s i d e o u t y s . o r g  a n d 
www.urbanpeak.org 

Trans Youth Education and 
Support (TYES)  
 
TYES is a satellite program of 
PFLAG offering education and sup-
port to families with gender variant 
children.  TYES information is  avail-
able at PFLAG meetings, and also 
at the PFLAG/TYES booth during 
PrideFest on July 19-20 
 
A TYES meeting is scheduled for 
Sunday, August 9th. To contact the 
local TYES group, call PFLAG at  
(719) 425-9567 or send e-mail to 
info@cspflag.org.  The national 
TYES website is  www.TYES-
Colorado.org 
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May 20th presentation by Steven Chavez, Director of the Colorado  
Civil Rights Division (CCRD).           

                                                                By Bill Oliver  
     Anticipating a large attendance (which was just over 
50), our May meeting was graciously hosted and co-
sponsored by the Pikes Peak Metropolitan Community 
Church, Rev. Jim Lynch interim pastor.   Our event was 
also co-sponsored by Citizens Project, COS Pride, 
PAGE (Peak Area Gender Expressions), the Pikes Peak 
Equality Coalition, S-CAP (Southern Colorado AIDS 
Project), and Urban Peak COS.  Steven Chavez was 
accompanied by Maria DeHowitt, one of the division’s 
regional supervisors. 
 
      The CCRD was originated in 1953, then only the 
third state to establish a civil rights agency.  The divi-
sion, which has been directed by Mr. Chavez for six 
years, is part of DORA – the Department of Regulatory 
Agencies.   The director, a native of Denver, has an un-
dergraduate degree from CSU/Fort Collins and a law 
degree from the University of Colorado. 
 
      The division basically has enforcement over Colo-
rado’s anti-discrimination laws in the areas of employ-
ment, housing and public accommodations.  It also 
works hand-in-hand with the Colorado Civil Rights Com-
mission, which is essentially an appellate agency and a 
rule-making body that reviews decisions that the division 
investigates.  The commission is a broadly diverse, bi-
partisan seven-member panel appointed by the gover-
nor and confirmed by the senate.  The Colorado Anti-
Discrimination Act has been expanded to include prohi-
bition for acts of discrimination against a person based 
on that person’s sexual orientation, which includes 
transgender status. 
 
      A public accommodation is any place of business 
engaged in offering sales or service of any kind to the 
public.  Typical examples include hotels, restaurants and 
stores.  The division is largely complaint-driven, al-

Left to right:  Maria DeHowitt, Steven Chavez, Bill Oliver 

though it now has the authority to initiate action.  As an 
impartial investigator, the division does not advocate for 
either side in a complaint. 
  
     The division has an excellent website and it provides 
d e t a i l s  o n  t h e  c o m p l a i n t  p r o c e s s  - 
www.dora.colorado.gov/crd.   Please also check out this 
link for a brochure addressed to the LGBT community – 
http://bit.ly/CCRD-LGBT. 
    
      Mr. Chavez and Ms. DeHowitt each spoke for about 
20 minutes, followed by a very informative Q&A session.  
Several leaders among our co-sponsors attended and 
participated, as did Representative Pete Lee, in whose 
district we were meeting. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED —–-  Be a Part of PrideFest 2014— July 19-20 

Please help PFLAG celebrate the 24th annual PrideFest 
in Colorado Springs on the weekend of July 19-20 by 
marching in the Pride Parade and/or volunteering to 
spend a couple of hours at the PFLAG booth in America 
the Beautiful Park.  Volunteers  hand out literature and 
talk to visitors about the support our PFLAG chapter pro-
vides.  The booth is open  from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. both 
days.  Call  Karen at 634-4433 to reserve your time. 
 
TYES Partnership.  This year TYES (Trans Youth Educa-
tion and Support) volunteers will join us at the PFLAG 
booth.  TYES is a satellite program of PFLAG which sup-
ports families with young gender-variant children.  TYES 

parents will be available to talk to other parents who have 
concerns about gender variant issues. 
 
Saturday.  Events run from 10 a.m.—8 p.m.  Bounce 
houses, face painters and family-focused activities will be 
available throughout the park. 
 
Sunday.  Events run from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.  A 5K fun run 
will take place at 10 a.m.  More information about the run 
can be found on the Pride Center website: http://
www.cospride.org 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Support Colorado Springs PFLAG—Become a Member 
 
You can join at any time of the year.  The current  membership year extends from October 1, 2013 to Se ptember 30, 2014. 
 
Name: _____________________________________________________                            ____New member   ____Renewing  member 
 

___________________________________________________________       
         ____  Regular Membership                        $  30   
Address: __________________________________________ _________  ____  Supporting Member—Silver                40 
         ____  Supporting Member—Gold                  60 
City:  ____________________________________________ __________  ____  Supporting Member—Platinum         100 
   
State: __________  Zip Code: ______________________ ____  Amount Enclosed:                                 $_______ 
          
Home Phone: __________________ Work Phone: ________ _________  Each year our chapter must contribute $1 5.00 for  
         each  paid  membership to the PFLAG nation al  
E-mail_____________________________________________ ________  office to  support its mission.  
Check here if you wish to receive the newsletter by  e-mail      ______  
 

Make checks payable to Colorado Springs PFLAG and m ail to P.O. Box 49131, Colorado Springs, CO 80949.  Membership fees and 
contributions  are tax deductible. All information will remain confidential.  PFLAG is a 501(c) 3 nonp rofit organization.   

BULLETIN  BOARD 

 
July 19-20  - Colorado Springs PrideFest  24 —America 
the Beautiful Park.—Plan to help staff the PFLAG booth. 
Both days!  Send an e-mail to Jerry at  info@cspflag.org 
to let the board know when you would like to help. 
 
July 23— Off the Street Breakfast —sponsored by Ur-
ban Peak a its facility.  Registration 7:00—7:30 a.m. 7:30 
Breakfast and Program. 7:30 a.m. Program and breakfast. 
Breakfast is complimentary, Attendees will be asked to 
make a meaningful donation to Urban Peak. Sit at the 
PFLAG table—send an e-mail to  PFLAG table captain Bill 
Oliver: gnarlybill@hotmail.com as soon as possible. 
 
August 16 — Ally Awards Event  - The annual signature 
event of the One Colorado Education Fund.  Cable Cen-
ter, Denver, 7:30—10:00 p.m. Tickets $15 and $20.  The 
evening will culminate in an awards presentation to 
straight allies who work to advance equality and who 
make a substantial difference in the lives of LGBT Colo-
radans. The awards will be accompanied by live music, 
guest speakers and entertainers, a hosted bar, and 
heavy passed/stationed hors d’oeuvres.  More informa-
tion at  www.one-colorado.org. 
 
Oct. 3-5—The Pacific Northwest PFLAG Conference 
will be held in Boise, Idaho. The Gem State welcomes 
diversity supporting individuals, families and allies in the 
gay, lesbian, bi-sexual & trans* community. This confer-
ence is open to PFLAG members and others interested 
in an opportunity to grow their support, education and 
advocacy.  Please register as soon as possible at http://
bit.ly/1mC55fR  If this does not take you to the registra-
tion form, try cutting and pasting it into your browser. 

PFLAG Thanks  The Saponas Foundation and  First  
Congregational United Church of Christ for  their  
significant, ongoing support of the Colorado Springs 
PFLAG Chapter. 

Short Takes—from  Bill and Carol Oberg 
Huffington Post - June 20, 2014  It’s heartbreaking to 
think that a state has erased the parents of children and 
put a family in legal jeopardy, simply because of discrimi-
nation against gay and lesbian couples. But that’s what 
happened to a gay couple in Texas after what they de-
scribed as the "magical" birth of their twin boys.  
Jason Hanna and Joe Riggs are the proud fathers of Lu-
cas and Ethan, who were born in April, after they'd con-
nected with a surrogate mom, CharLynn.  
 
Each of the men is a biological father to one of the ba-
bies. But, because Texas has a ban on gay marriage (it 
was ruled unconstitutional by a federal judge last Febru-
ary, but the decision was stayed pending appeal), and 
because a judge can use his or her own discretion in 
these cases, neither of the men is currently on the birth 
certificates of either of the boys, nor have they been able 
to co-adopt each other’s biological child.  

PrideFest 2014 (cont.) 

Sunday—New Starting Point and Parade Route  The 
Pride Parade  will line up at Tejon Street and Cimarron 
Avenue.  Access to the lineup area will be via Cimarron 
Street only.  We are encouraged to line up as early as 
9:30—the parade starts at 11 a.m.  PFLAG and TYES will 
line up together.  Signs for us to carry will be available at 
the starting point.    
 
The parade route is one mile long.  Too far to walk?  Join 
us where you can—just jump in along the way. From Te-
jon and Cimarron the parade will go north on Tejon to 
Colorado Avenue, then west on Colorado Avenue to Ci-
mino Drive, which leads directly into the park. 
 
Shuttle.  A Sunday shuttle from downtown parking areas 
to the park is planned. Details will be on the Pride Center 
website when they become available. 

(Continued from page 3) 


