
  

 

  

     

               PFLAG  Colorado Springs 

 

     Parents, Families, Friends, and Allies United  
      With LGBT People to Move Equality Forward 
 

                                December 2018 

 
DECEMBER  PFLAG  

MEETING 
 

Tuesday 
December 18, 2018 

7:00 p.m. 
 

Holiday Gathering 
“Tips for a Happy Holiday” 

Small Group Discussion 
 

The Dwelling Place 
508 North Tejon Street 

 
 

Holiday Hors d’oeuvres  
and Desserts 

 
If you would like to bring some-
thing to share, send an e-mail to 

info@cspflag  
 

Social time starts at 6:30 p.m. 
Everyone is welcome. 

PFLAG Supports Spectrum Club at USAFA 

PFLAG Membership 
 

     Thank you to all our new and re-
newing PFLAG members!    
     If you haven’t yet renewed/joined, 
please remember to make your 2018 
contribution to PFLAG before the end 
of the year. Mail the form on page four 
of the newsletter to us with your dona-
tion or go to the PFLAG website  
www.cspflag.org to make a secure 
payment online using a credit card.   

                   By Bill Oliver 
 
     Since 2012 our PFLAG chap-
ter has had a very cordial connection 
with the US Air Force Academy.  That 
May PFLAG hosted a special presen-
tation by Col. Gary Packard, Perma-
nent Professor and Head of the Be-
havioral Sciences & Leadership De-
partment: “Loyalty, Reason & Action: 
Lessons Learned from the Repeal of 
Don't Ask, Don't Tell (DADT).”  At our 
past April meeting Col. Packard, now 
Vice Dean at the Academy, presented 
again: “Morality, Religion, Social Jus-
tice & Military Service.” 
      Following the implementation of 
the repeal of DADT in September 
2011, gay cadets no longer had to be 
"in the closet."  Soon there were 
GSAs at all the military academies, 
the Spectrum Club at the USAFA.  
There are currently about 60 mem-
bers, which number includes 
some allies. 
      PFLAG has conducted three spe-
cial presentations to Spectrum, most 

recently on Sept. 23rd.  I gave an 
overview of our resources and Cindy 
Waldmann, Cheryl Prichard and 
Doug Kirkpatrick shared their beauti-
ful stories of having a gay child. 
     About 25 cadets were in attend-
ance plus a couple of faculty.  We 
especially wanted to present ahead 
of the Holidays, when cadets would 
be going home, as some of them 
have yet to "come out" to their par-
ents.  The key takeaway is that there 
are over 400 PFLAG chapters 
around the country, most likely one 
not too far from their homes.   
     Doug, an Academy grad himself, 
was an AF pilot and later an astro 
instructor there.  His youngest son 
also graduated a couple of years 
ago.  Cindy observed "how important 
Spectrum is for these cadets, espe-
cially the ones who are not out to 
their family and friends.  Several 
commented that it was a safe space 
for them where they were with others 
like them."  Cheryl's comments: 

(Continued on page 4) 

PFLAG members Bill Oliver (center), Cheryl Prichard, Doug Kirkpatrick and Cin-
dy Waldmann (right end of photo) met with members of Spectrum in September. 

Educating Children of Color 
January 19 

 

     The Educating Children of Color 
Summit at Colorado College on Janu-
ary 19th is an annual  one-day event 
for high school students, teachers, 
counselors and parents to enable 
these students to find a route to higher 
education. Students and parents attend 
free. For professionals, admission is 
$25.  For more information and to reg-
ister online,  go to:  
https://educatingchildrenofcolor.org 
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This newsletter is published by the    
Colorado Springs Chapter of PFLAG. 
 
 
PFLAG Vision Statement.  PFLAG 
envisions a world where diversity is 
celebrated and all people are re-
spected, valued and affirmed inclu-
sive of their sexual orientation, gen-
der identity and gender expression. 
 
 
PFLAG Mission Statement:  By 
meeting people where they are and 
collaborating with others, PFLAG 
realizes its vision through: 
 
Support for families, allies and peo-
ple who are LGBTQ 
 
Education for ourselves and others 
about the unique issues and chal-
lenges facing people who are 
LGBTQ 
 
Advocacy in our communities to 
change attitudes and create poli-
cies and laws that achieve full 
equality for people who are 
LGBTQ. 

********** 
 

To join the local chapter and receive 
this newsletter regularly, complete and 
mail the membership form on page 
four.  To receive complimentary copies 
of the newsletter, please contact us. 

 
E-mail address:  info@cspflag.org 

 
Support Line:  (719) 425-9567 

 
P.O. Box 49131 

Colorado Springs, CO 80949 
 
 

PFLAG Colorado Springs website: 
www.cspflag.org 

 
PFLAG National Office website: 

www.pflag.org 
 
 

Newsletter Editor:  Karen Flitton Stith 
E-mail: karenfstith@gmail.com  

 
 

To receive your newsletter by e-mail, 
send a request to info@cspflag.org 

SAGE LGBT Senior Hotline 
 

     The SAGE LGBT Elder Hotline is 
available for anyone aged 50 or over 
who wishes to discuss issues related 
to sexual orientation and/or gender 
identity.  
    This program of SAGE 
(www.sageusa.org) is operated by the 
LGBT National Help Center.  It is a  
free and completely confidential tele-
phone hotline that can help people 
with feelings of isolation, coming-out 
issues, relationship concerns, HIV/
AIDS questions, family matters and 
much more.   
     The Help Center also maintains the 
largest LGBT resource database of its 
kind in the world, with over 16,000 
local resources throughout the United 
States and beyond. 
     Staffed entirely by highly trained 
LGBT volunteers, the Hotline can be 
reached at 888-234-SAGE from 4 p.m. 
to midnight Monday through Friday, 
and on Saturday from noon to 5 p.m., 
eastern time.   
     The Hotline can also be accessed 
at: www.LGBThotline.org/SAGE 

 

TYES    
 

      Transgender Youth Education 
and Support (TYES) is a Boulder-
based parent group that provides 
information and a community of sup-
port for parents of gender dysphoric 
and gender variant young children.   
     PFLAG collaborates with TYES to 
provide support to parents in the 
Pikes Peak region. For more infor-
mation, call (719) 425-9567 or send 
an e-mail to info@cspflag.org.  The 
national TYES website is: 
 www.TYES-Colorado.org. 

Trans Erasure?  Not on Our Watch! 

From PFLAG National, Oct. 22, 2018 
 
     You’ve no doubt read it: the memo 
(obtained by the New York Times) 
from the Trump Administration’s De-
partment of Health and Human Ser-
vices, where they argue that govern-
ment agencies should adopt a new 
definition of gender which would es-
sentially obliterate federal recognition 
of the estimated 1.4 million trans-
gender and gender-expansive people 
living in America.   
     Make no mistake: The Trump Ad-
ministration is doing everything they 
can to erase transgender people and 

deny them protections, despite clear 
messages from the mainstream medi-
cal, psychological, and scientific com-
munities, court case after court case 
recognizing the rights of trans people, 
and of course the lived experiences of 
trans people and their families. 
     We shared a message yesterday 
from PFLAG National Board Member 
Stephanie Battaglino. That message --
which can be read in its entirety on 
Twitter--represented not only PFLAG’s 
unyielding support of transgender and 
gender-expansive people but also har-
nessed the collective rage and fear felt 
by so many in the community. 
     “You cannot eradicate me!  My true 
self is a living, breathing, loving, human 
being. These things you cannot and will 
not take away from me, for they are 
embedded in my soul and in my spirit!  
And with  PFLAG, I know I’m not 
alone.” 
     Stephanie is right --she isn’t alone. 
PFLAG was the first national organiza-
tion to include transgender people in its 
mission, and one of the national organi-
zations to walk away from advocating 
for the Employment Non-Discrimination 
Act, after it was suggested it be passed 
without the inclusion of gender identity 
and expression.  
     Now we are leading on The Equality 
Act, legislation which is more critical 
than ever, given what we’ve learned in 
the last 24 hours about this plan to 
erase our trans loved ones.   
     Today, our Director of Advocacy, 
Policy, and Partnerships Diego M. 
Sanchez--a transgender Latino man of 
color and the first openly trans senior 
staffer to serve on Capitol Hill--will join 
leaders from other national organiza-
tions to speak out on yesterday’s horri-
fying developments, and then lead a 
protest rally all the way to the White 
House. As a representative of PFLAG 
who is also transgender, he knows 
what’s at stake...and so do we.   
     To our transgender, gender-
expansive, and non-binary loved ones, 
we are here to say: 
     We will continue to work every day 
so that no one defines you out of exist-
ence. We see you, we hear you, we 
love you, and we will continue to fight 
for you, because we are all in this to-
gether. 
******* 
Note:  The New York Times October 21 
story “Transgender Could be Defined 
Out of Existence Under Trump Admin-
istration” can be read online at: 
https://nyti.ms/2An82wt 
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PFLAG meetings are always  
a safe space.   
 

Who you meet, and what you hear 
 

   Must remain strictly confidential.  
                                     - Thank you. 

Thank You 
 
 

To the Saponas Foundation, First 
Congregational United Church of 
Christ and the Ruskey/Bianchi 
Family for their significant, ongoing 
support of Colorado Springs 
PFLAG. 

     The Out Loud Colorado Springs 
Men’s Chorus will present its De-
cember concert "Holiday Roads" on 
December 7th at 7:30 p.m. and De-
cember 8th at 2:00 and 7:30 p.m. at 
First Congregational Church, 20 
East St. Vrain Street.   
     This concert is truly a celebration 
of humanity as the singers take a 
musical journey around the world 
and shine a spotlight on other cul-
tures and holidays with a bit of the 
traditional folded in for good meas-
ure. Please fasten your seatbelts, 
make sure your seat is in the upright 
position and join the chorus on its  
journey to Africa, Australia, France, 
India, Ireland, the USA and many 
other musical destinations!    
     Concert tickets ($20) are availa-
ble online at www.outloudcsmc.com, 
or at the door.  Tickets are discount-
ed to $18 for senior citizens, military 
and students. 
     As always, PFLAG will usher for 
the concerts.  Please call Cheryl 
Prichard at 550-9235 to volunteer.  
Call soon to pick your slot. 
     Special Opportunity:  Out Loud is 
also presenting “Holiday Roads” at 
First Congregational Church, 228 
West Evans Avenue in Pueblo on 
Saturday, December 15th at 2:00 
p.m.  If you would like to usher for 
this concert, please let Cheryl know 
ASAP.  

“A Place where LGBTQ 
Youth are Safe, Accepted”   
 
     This was the headline on Linda 
Navarro’s Gazette article on Novem-
ber 11 about the recent Ally Up! 
Breakfast for the benefit of Inside/Out 
Youth Services. 
     She quoted board member and 
Palmer High teacher Anton Schulzki:  
“Eight or nine years ago, 75 people 
were here.”  This year the ballroom at 
the Antlers was packed with 750 
youth and their supporters.  The 
theme of the event was “Love the 
Skin You’re In”. 
     A video about Inside/Out made by 
the youth of the Youth Documentary 
Academy this summer was shown at 
the breakfast.  To view the film, click 
on this link:  https://bit.ly/2QQPtX6 
     Executive Director Jessie Pocock 
emphasized that Inside/Out is where 
youth can be themselves and not be 
judged. 

Inside/Out Food Pantry    
 
     With so many youth attending In-
side/Out activities these days, the 
Pantry can use some help.  Bring 
your food donations to the PFLAG 
meetings in December and January 
and a PFLAG volunteer will deliver 
them.  Here’s the list of suggestions: 
 

Tuna/cracker packets;  
Individual size ravioli, chili, noodles, 
ramen, or any kind of comfort food 

that can be microwaved;  
Canned meat or tuna;  

Small containers of peanut butter; 
Nutrition bars; trail mix; cookies;  

Gatorade and bottled water. 
 

Please put Inside/Out on your grocery 
shopping list. 

TransParent Group  
      
     The TransParent group at Inside/
Out for parents of gender variant and 
transgender youth usually meets on 
the third Thursday of the month from 
6:00—7:30 p.m.  This group will take 
a break in December and will resume 
meeting in January. Info at 328-1056. 

 

TransMilitary Film—Update 

     PFLAG co-sponsored this film, 
shown at the Rocky Mountain Wom-
en’s Film Festival in November to a 
large and enthusiastic audience. 
     Logan Ireland was at the showing 
for a short Q&A afterward.  The film  
was also shown for free as a Festi-
val outreach at Pikes Peak Commu-
nity College.  If you haven’t yet seen 
it, it is now up on LOGO TV  
http://www.logotv.com/  where you 
can watch a film as a guest. 
***** 
“Why ‘TransMilitary’ Is The Docu-
mentary You Need To Show Your 
Prejudiced Family Members”  an 
article by Taylor Maple on Bustle: 
 
      “According to the filmmakers and 
subjects involved, TransMilitary is an 
essential documentary to show to 
skeptical family members, or anyone 
who simply needs a reminder of the 
hurdles faced by the transgender 
community. 
     “’This film is definitely the film you 
want to show your anti-LGBT family 
member to bring them a better un-
derstanding of what it’s like to be in 
our shoes’” Corporal Laila Villanue-
va tells Bustle over the phone in late 
October. “ 
     Read the complete article on 
Bustle (bustle.com) The link is             
https://bit.ly/2S1mGiO 

IndyGIVE! 
 

     Please consider donating to 
these important local LGBT-
supportive organizations during the 
2018 IndyGIVE! Campaign.  Dona-
tions are tax-deductible. 
 
Inside/Out Youth Services  
Urban Peak 
Youth Documentary Academy  
 
Go to  https://indygive.com 
The campaign ends December 31.  
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Support Colorado Springs PFLAG—Become a Member 
 
You can join at any time of the year.  The current  membership year extends from October 1, 2018 to September 30, 2019. 
 
Name: _____________________________________________________                            ____New  member   ____Renewing  member 
 

___________________________________________________________       
         ____  Regular Membership                        $  30   
Address: ___________________________________________________  ____  Supporting Member—Silver                40 
         ____  Supporting Member—Gold                  60 
City:  ______________________________________________________  ____  Supporting Member—Platinum         100 
   
State: __________  Zip Code: __________________________  Amount Enclosed:                                 $_______ 
          
Home Phone: __________________ Work Phone: _________________  Each year our chapter must contribute $15.00 for  
         each  paid  membership to the PFLAG national  
E-mail_____________________________________________________  office to  support its mission.  
Check here if you wish to receive the newsletter by e-mail      ______ 
 

Make checks payable to Colorado Springs PFLAG and mail to P.O. Box 49131, Colorado Springs, CO 80949.  Membership fees and 
additional donations are tax deductible.   All information will remain confidential.    PFLAG is a 501(c) 3 nonprofit organization.   

BULLETIN  BOARD 

 
November 29– December 1— “Hoedown to Hollywood”  
Denver Gay Men’s Chorus holiday concert.  Central Presby-
terian Church, 1550 Sherman Street, Denver. Enjoy season-
al music with roots in bluegrass, western and  Front Range 
to the glitz of Hollywood.  Choreography! Costumes!  Perfor-
mances in Boulder, December 7. and Highlands Ranch De-
cember 9. Info and tickets at www.DGMC.org 
 
December 1 — Drag Queen Story Time—Penrose Library, 
20 North Cascade Avenue.  New time:  12:00—1:30 p.m. 
Colorado Springs Story Time founder and director, Joseph 
Shelton, writes: “I am currently in the process of getting a 
special drag queen from Denver who has made national 
news for reading at a school. I am working with her schedule 
so I am not sure of the January date yet.”   
 
December 7-8 —“Holiday Roads” — Out Loud Christmas 
Concert—Friday 7:30 pm, Saturday 2:00 and 7:30 pm  at 
First Congregational Church.  We need PFLAG ushers To 
volunteer, call Cheryl Prichard at 550-9235. See p. 3. 
 
December 15 —  Out Loud Christmas Concert “Holiday 
Roads”  2:00 pm in Pueblo.  See p. 3. 
 
January 19 — Educating Children of Color Summit 
at Colorado College.  Students and parents attend free. For 
professionals, admission is $25.  For more information or to 
register see https://educatingchildrenofcolor.org  PFLAG 
volunteers will staff a PFLAG information table all day. 

Amazon Smile Program Supports PFLAG 
 
Colorado Springs PFLAG participates in the Amazon Smile 
program.  When making purchases on Amazon, please 
always enter the site through our portal:    
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/84-1281187 
 
When you do this, Amazon will send  0.5% of the value of 
your purchase to our chapter.  You can pick up a flyer on 
this program at PFLAG meetings. 

Using a King Soopers Gift Card to Support PFLAG 
 
     The free card is already loaded with $2.50 for grocer-
ies.  You add money to the card using your credit card, 
and use the gift card to pay for purchases.  King Soopers 
will donate 5% of your grocery, gas and pharmacy pur-
chases to our local chapter of PFLAG.  This is an easy, 
powerful fundraiser!  To receive a card by mail, call Cindy 
Waldmann at (719) 488-9887. 

 Our Holiday Shopping Can Support the Work of Colorado Springs PFLAG 

"There was so much positive energy in the room.  We 
shared information about the benefits of PFLAG and our 
experiences as parents.  The cadets were very interested to 
hear about our journeys with our children, and how PFLAG 
has been such a positive education and support system for 
each of us." 
      Following the formal presentation, we shared in the 
goodies we had brought as we spoke one-on-one with the 
cadets for about forty minutes.  We also gave them a check 
for $250.  They and we are looking forward to our next vis-
it.  It was a gift to us simply to meet with these wonderful 
young men and women and to thank them for their current 
and future service to our country. 

(Continued from page 1) 

PFLAG Supports Spectrum Club at USAFA 

Don’t Miss New Film  “Boy Erased” 
 

     “Boy Erased” tells the story of the son of a Baptist pastor 
in a small American town, who is outed to his parents at age 
19. He is faced with an ultimatum: attend a conversion thera-
py program – or be permanently exiled and shunned by his 
family, friends, and faith. Boy Erased is the true story of one 
young man’s struggle to find himself while being forced to 
question every aspect of his identity. 
     Comment by PFLAG member Bill Oliver:  “There are a lot 
of people trying to do the right thing, as they see it.  None of 
them are evil.  Many of them fail to realize that God loves all 
of us all the time.  Kind of an intense film, and I was deeply 
moved.”   
     Read NPR interview with the author: https://n.pr/2FGDavh 


